ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS
Date | Time 3/12/2021 at 8:30 AM | Meeting called to order by Dr. Carl Plyler

In Attendance
Board Members
Dr. L. Frederick Church, Jr.

Ms. Karrie Jamison

Dr. Carl Plyler

Ms. Marcia Cook

Dr. Cara Jones

Dr. Charles Garrett Taylor

Dr. Dwight Duckworth

Dr. Matthew McDonough

Ms. Erika Thomas

Board Staff
Meredith Rogers (Executive Director), Kevin O’Dwyer (Attorney), and Corneshia Harrison
(Administrative Analyst)
Approval of Minutes
A Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the January 15, 2021
meeting.
Conferences
Dr. Tina Nichols appeared before the board to address a complaint that was filed against her. In said
complaint, it was alleged that Dr. Nichols pulled the wrong tooth. Dr. Nichols admitted to pulling the
wrong tooth and apologized to the patient. After some discussion, no action was taken, but the board
strongly encouraged Dr. Nichols to make the necessary changes in her practice to avoid making this
mistake again.
Dr. Bryan Hiller also appeared before the board to address two complaints that were filed against
him. The first complainant alleged that Dr. Hiller’s dental assistant(s) “operated a power tool to
remove the adhesive from his daughter’s teeth, removing a lot of enamel and damaging her teeth”.
The second complainant alleged that Dr. Hiller “is allowing unlicensed employees to take x-rays and
work on patients without any certifications”. Dr. Hiller admitted to not knowing if all of his assistants
are registered. After some discussion, a motion was made, seconded and passed to vote charges
against Dr. Hiller for permitting an unlicensed assistant to perform radiography and allowing an
assistant to perform a procedure that contributes to or results in the irreversible alteration of the oral
anatomy.
Fictitious Name Requests
The following fictitious names were reviewed and approved:
DENTIST

REQUESTED FICTITIOUS NAME

Dr. Stephen C. Fisher

Bite Solutions Dentist, Dr. Stephen C. Fisher

Dr. Nicholas Baioni

Peak Dental Care

Reports
Complaint Committee Report
The Committee met at 6:00 pm on March 11, 2021 and reviewed three complaints. Two of the
complaints were dismissed, and one complaint will be addressed at the March 12, 2021 board
meeting. The next Complaint Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 13, 2021 at 6 pm.
Rules and Regulations Committee Report
The Committee met at 6:00 pm on March 10, 2021. The Committee discussed a request from Dr.
Carl Plyler to revise Article XIII to include verbiage that requires a dentist to file a morbidity/mortality
report with the board if such an incident occurs because of sedation. After some discussion, the
committee decided that dentists should report whether the incident is related to sedation or not. In
addition to working on the Rules and Regulations, the Committee will also formulate a reporting form.
The next Rules & Regulations Committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 6
pm.
Report on Clinical Testing Agencies
Southern Regional Testing Agency (SRTA): Dr. Duckworth reported that SRTA conducted an
examination at the University of West Virgina with 27 candidates. Examinations will be administered
at the University of Tennessee March 19-20, 2021 with 40 candidates. Hygiene examinations will be
conducted at University of Tennessee and University of Arkansas at Fort Smith at the end of April.
Council of Interstate Testing Agencies (CITA): Dr. Church reported that CITA examinations will begin
in March.
Report from the Office of Oral Health
Dr. Lindy Bollen of the Arkansas Department of Health’s Office of Oral Health submitted a report for
review (which is attached to these minutes).
Other Business
The board further discussed the inclusion of morbidity/mortality reporting by dentists in the Dental
Practice Act. Dr. Church said that it needs to be a separate article and not included in Article XIII. Dr.
Jones reported that other states have such verbiage included in their rules and regulations.
Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for May 14, 2021 at 8:30 am.
Respectfully submitted,

Meredith Rogers
Meredith Rogers, Executive Director

