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Collective Impact

Collective Impact

About the Report
Purpose
This annual report serves as an evaluation of the seven health programs funded
through the Arkansas Tobacco Settlement Commission (ATSC) for 2020. Progress
of each health program is contingent upon established goals, long-term and shortterm objectives, and indicators that operationalize these goals and objectives. In
coordination with the ATSC, the University of Central Arkansas (UCA) evaluation
team assists program directors and administrators in aligning indicators with
program goals and objectives. Indicators are fulfilled through various program
activities like education, research, and community and clinical services.

Structure
The report consists of six main parts: (1) an infographic illustrating the collective
impact of the seven programs during the year, (2) a brief on the report’s purpose
and structure, (3) an overview of the ATSC and the flow of funding to health
programs, (4) a look at how ATSC-funded programs are supporting a culture of
health in the state, (5) individual program progress and evaluation, and (6) a
conclusion accompanied by references.
The individual program progress and evaluation section offers seven subsections
highlighting each program. These subsections will include (a) an infographic that
highlights key accomplishments under a central theme and (b) overall program
goals; long-term and short-term objectives; indicators and their associated
activity; comments by program evaluators on program challenges, opportunities,
and economic impact; and testimonials from program recipients and providers.
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ATSC Funding Flow
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ATSC Funding Flow
Flow Chart Description
The flow chart on the previous page illustrates the distribution of ATSC funds for
fiscal year 2020. As shown, ATSC funds are divided among four program accounts:
Tobacco Settlement Medicaid Expansion, Tobacco Prevention and Cessation,
Arkansas Biosciences Institute, and Targeted State Needs.
The Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Program Account sets aside 15% into the
Minority Communities Special Account, the remaining balance stays in the
Prevention and Cessation Account, which is divided between the Breast Cancer
Control Fund, Child Health Advocacy Committee, Enforcement of Youth Tobacco
Control Laws, and Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) Tobacco Prevention and
Cessation Program.
The Targeted State Needs Program Account is divided among four programs: UAMS
Fay W. Boozman College of Public Health, Arkansas Minority Health Initiative,
UAMS Centers on Aging, and UAMS East Regional Campus.

Data Representation in Report
Although the funding flow is represented by fiscal year (July 1-June 30), the majority
of program data highlighted in this report cover the 2020 calendar year. Other
program data are highlighted on a fiscal year timeline, depending on the individual
program or indicator as set forth by program administrators and evaluators.
Next we take a closer look at how ATSC-funded programs are sustaining a culture
of health through the COVID-19 pandemic.
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ABI Evaluator Summary
and Comments
Program Description
The Arkansas Biosciences Institute, the agricultural and biomedical research
program of the Tobacco Settlement Proceeds Act, is a partnership of scientists
from Arkansas Children’s Research Institute, Arkansas State University, the
University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture, the University of Arkansas,
Fayetteville, and the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. The ABI supports
long-term agricultural and biomedical research at its five member institutions and
focuses on fostering collaborative research that connects investigators from
various disciplines across these five institutions. The ABI uses this operational
approach to address the goals as outlined in the Tobacco Settlement Proceeds Act.
These goals are to conduct:
Agricultural research with medical implications;
Bioengineering research that expands genetic knowledge and creates new
potential applications in the agricultural-medical fields;
Tobacco-related research that identifies and applies behavioral, diagnostic, and
therapeutic knowledge to address the high level of tobacco-related illnesses in
Arkansas;
Nutritional and other research that is aimed at preventing and treating cancer,
congenital and hereditary conditions, or other related conditions; and
Other areas of developing research that are related or complementary to
primary ABI-supported programs.

Overall Program Goal
The goal of the ABI is to develop new tobacco-related medical and agricultural
research initiatives to improve the access to new technologies, improve the health
of Arkansans, and stabilize the economic security of Arkansas.
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ABI Evaluator Summary
and Comments
Economic Impact
During FY 2020, ABI received $11,485,513.90, which constituted approximately
22.8% of total Arkansas Tobacco Settlement monies. The economic impact of this
program can be illustrated most explicitly by comparing the funding provided by
the ATSC to ABI with monies generated from external grants and philanthropic
funding. ABI-supported investigators received $4.31 in extramural funding for each
$1.00 provided by the Arkansas Tobacco Settlement, with more than $49 million
leveraged overall. These leveraged funds helped to sustain research projects,
disseminate evidence-based information, and support the knowledge-based, highpaying jobs that result in improved culture of health for Arkansans.

Challenges
Restrictions related to COVID-19 continue to be a challenge for recruiting test
subjects for certain research projects. For now, some of the research projects are
suspended but will regain their funding when restrictions can be lifted.

Opportunities
New research on a novel virus seems to be opening new research opportunities. At
Arkansas State University, Xiuzhen Huang, PhD, professor in the College of
Engineering and Computer Science, is applying her expertise in artificial
intelligence and machine learning to develop a rapid screening test for COVID-19
using chest x-rays. This new research project will utilize a series of chest x-rays
from COVID-19 patients to compare against pneumonia patients infected with
viruses other than SARS-CoV-2. Like Dr. Huang, many ABI-supported researchers
have used their expertise to pivot to new avenues to address this pandemic.
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ABI Evaluator Summary
and Comments
Evaluator Comments
The program has a strong history of exceeding benchmarks for all key indicators.
Recent changes in these indicators will provide more current and insightful
opportunities to measure the effectiveness of ABI. During the past year, efforts of
ABI scientists resulted in research projects across all five research areas with
associated publications, presentations, and patents. Despite the ongoing funding
challenges, ABI researchers were successful in securing extramural monies, which
translated into increased employment opportunities and significant economic
impact for the state. As ABI moves into FY 2021, success and contributions of this
program will continue to elevate the health of citizens within Arkansas.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress

Indicator
The five member institutions will continue to rely on funding from
extramural sources with the goal of increasing leveraged funding from a
baseline of $3.15 for every $1.00 in ABI funding.

Activity: Met for FY20
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. For FY 2020, ABI-supported
research investigators received $4.31 in extramural funding for every $1
provided by the Arkansas Tobacco Settlement. Despite the challenges
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, scientists from the five member
institutions successfully leveraged existing ABI funding by securing monies
from external revenue sources. These monies were utilized to initiate pilot
projects, gain access to core laboratories, hire research technicians,
purchase new equipment, build collaborations, and support the research
that contributes to the body of knowledge that advances the health of
Arkansans.

Activity: On Track for FY21
This indicator is on track for FY21. Research investigators at the five ABI
institutions continue to invest funding from Tobacco Settlement monies to
initiate pilot projects, gain access to core laboratories, hire research
technicians, purchase new equipment, and build collaborations. Data
regarding funding from extramural sources are reported at the conclusion
of the fiscal year.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress
Indicator
ABI-funded research will lead to the development of intellectual property,
as measured by the number of patents filed and received.

Activity: Met for FY20
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. During FY 2020, ABI-supported
research investigators received eight patent awards and had 10 filings and
provisional patents.

Activity: On Track for FY21
This indicator is on track for FY21. Research investigators are working to
move their research discoveries from the laboratories to potential
commercial opportunities by filing for patents. Reports on patents filed
and received are compiled at the end of the fiscal year.

Indicator (Jan-Jun)
ABI-funded research will result in new technologies that generate business
opportunities, as measured by the number of start-up enterprises and
public-private partnerships with ABI and member institutions to conduct
research.

Activity (Jan-Jun): Unmet for FY20
This indicator was not met for the fiscal year. Member institutions
continued to participate in research that has the potential to produce
opportunities for business; however, no new start-up enterprises were
reported for FY 2020. Note: The deletion of this indicator was approved by
the Arkansas Tobacco Settlement Commission, effective July 1, 2020. The
indicator was deleted because it no longer reflected the mission of ABI nor
did it serve as a benchmark for the attainment of the long-term objective.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress
Indicator
The ABI will promote its activities through various media outlets to broaden
the scope of impact of its research.

Activity: Met for FY20
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. For FY 2020, ABI made 111 media
contacts. These contacts occurred in a variety of formats: 47 newspaper
articles, 42 press releases, and 22 television/radio broadcasts. These
articles, releases, and broadcasts highlighted the activities of ABI
investigators and increased the scope and impact of the research
conducted by this program.

Activity: On Track for FY21
This indicator is on track for FY21. The ABI continues to highlight the
research activities of investigators through news articles and conferences,
press releases, and media contacts. A description and accounting of the
activities taken to increase the scope and impact of ABI research is
reported at the end of the fiscal year.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress

Indicator
The ABI will allocate funding to its five member institutions to support
research, while also monitoring that funded research activities are
conducted on time, within scope, and with no overruns.

Activity: Met for FY20 - Influenced by COVID-19
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. For FY 2020, there were 217 new
and ongoing research projects covering all five research areas: 42 projects
within the Arkansas Children’s Hospital Research Institute; 66 within
Arkansas State University; 13 within the University of Arkansas, Division
of Agriculture; 48 within the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville; and 48
within the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences. These research
projects were monitored to ensure that activities were timely, costeffective, and within the scope of the researchers’ defined agenda.

Activity: On Track for FY21 - Influenced by COVID-19
This indicator is on track for FY21. In addition to ongoing projects, funds
are being utilized to support research studies related to COVID-19. These
studies focus on a wide range of topics that include screening, public
health preparedness, transmission, and treatment. Since its inception, ABI
has conducted research in a timely and cost effective manner. Data for this
indicator are reported at the end of the fiscal year.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress
Indicator
The ABI and its member institutions will systematically disseminate
research results and ensure that at least 290 publications and 370
presentations are delivered each year. These include presentations and
publications of results, curricula, and interventions developed using the
grant funding, symposia held by investigators, and the creation of new
research tools and methodologies that will advance science in the future.

Activity: Met for FY20
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. In FY 2020, 575 publications and
514 presentations were delivered by researchers. Forty-two percent of the
publications were made in collaboration with other ABI scientists.
Additionally, four new/improved research methods/tools were reported.

Activity: On Track for FY21
This indicator is on track for FY21. One measure of ABI success is the
publication and presentation of research results in national and
international publications. ABI researchers continue to build upon a solid
foundation of publications. Additionally, they continue to create new
research tools and methodologies that aid the advancement of scientific
inquiry. Data for this indicator are reported at the end of the fiscal year.

Indicator (Jan-Jun)
Employment supported by the ABI and extramural funding will increase
from a baseline of 300 full-time equivalent (FTE).

Activity (Jan-Jun): Unmet for FY20 - Influenced by COVID-19
This indicator was not met for the fiscal year. During FY 2020, 283 fulltime equivalent jobs were supported by ABI and extramural funding. Note:
Modification of this indicator was approved by the Arkansas Tobacco
Settlement Commission, effective July 1, 2020. The indicator was modified
to provide a more specific and accurate reflection of the knowledge-based,
high-paying jobs created as a result of ABI’s funding and the extramural
monies generated each fiscal year.
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ABI Performance Indicators
and Progress
Indicator (Jul-Dec)
Employment supported by the ABI and extramural funding will be
maintained at a baseline of 300 full-time equivalent (FTE) with at least 65%
of the FTE supported by extramural funds.

Activity (Jul-Dec): On Track for FY21 - Influenced by COVID-19
This indicator is on track for FY21. ABI continues to generate knowledgebased, high-paying jobs created as a result of Tobacco Settlement monies
and the extramural funds generated by research investigators. The data
related to this indicator are reported at the end of the fiscal year.

Indicator (Jan-Jun)
The ABI will facilitate and increase research collaboration among member
institutions, as measured by both ABI and extramural funding of research
projects that involve researchers at more than one member institution.

Activity (Jan-Jun): Met for FY20
This indicator was met for the fiscal year. For FY20, there were 217 new
and ongoing research projects. Thirty-three percent of projects were
collaborative efforts between ABI scientists. Note: Modification of this
indicator was approved by the Arkansas Tobacco Settlement Commission,
effective July 1, 2020. The indicator was modified to provide a more
practical measure of cooperation while encouraging ongoing partnerships
that exist between researchers and attainment of the long-term objective.

Indicator (Jul-Dec)
The ABI will facilitate and maintain research collaboration at a level of 20%
- 25% among member institutions.

Activity (Jul-Dec): On Track for FY21
This indicator is on track for FY21. ABI scientists continue to exhibit a high
level of cooperation while encouraging the ongoing partnerships that exist
between researchers from the five member institutions that comprise the
ABI. Data related to this indicator are reported at the end of the fiscal year.
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