APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Loy Bailey asked that the Minutes be corrected to reflect he previously served on the Board of
Health from late 90's to 2004. Dr. Sue Weinstein moved, and Dr. James Zini seconded that the
Minutes be accepted with correction. Motion carried by unanimous vote.
OLD BUSINESS
Nomination for President for 2023
Dr. Nair stated changes to the selection of Board President for 2023 have been adopted by the
Nominating Committee. A formal call has been made for nominations for President for 2023
and nominations must be submitted by this meeting. The Nominating Committee will meet later
and review the applications. The Committee will make a recommendation, which will be
forwarded to each Board member at least 30 days prior to the January meeting and a formal
vote will be taken.
Updates to By-Laws
Ms. Shue reported that the Board of Health By-Laws were last updated in 2020. Due to the
Legislative Session, changes were made to the Board's power. A revision will be sent to the
Board prior to the January meeting for review and formal vote will be taken at that time.
NEW BUSINESS
Licensed Lay Midwife Data Summary Report
Ms. Shelly Matthews, ADH, Women's Health presented the above report. She gave an outline of
the numbers in the report.
Dr. Mike Riddell stated it appears women who transferred out of intra-partum care was about
one out of six. Ms. Matthews stated she has not done the exact math, but it is listed in the
report.
Dr. Riddell asked what occurs when patients are unable to deliver at home. Ms. Matthews
stated if the client requests an epidural, they will be transferred by private vehicle. If it is an
emergent event, an ambulance would be called. The client would be transported to a hospital
through the Emergency Department and then transported to Labor and Delivery for care and
service.
Dr. Riddell asked about the financial structure of the program. Ms. Matthews stated she did not
have that information. Dr. Nair asked that Ms. Matthews gather that data and present offline. Dr.
James Zini stated he would like that information also.
No vote was required.
Cosmetology Technical Advisory Committee Appointments
Ms. Kelli Kersey, ADH Section Chief, Cosmetology and Massage Therapy Section, presented
Erin McGinnis and Rita Kay Stone for approval to serve on the Cosmetology Technical Advisory
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PUBLIC HEALTH SCIENCE/PROGRAM UPDATES
STIISTD Update

Dr. Naveen Patil, ADH Deputy State Health Officer, gave a presentation on sexually transmitted
infections.
Dr. Nair asked how cases are detected within the prison population. Dr. Patil stated when an
inmate enters the prison population, they are tested for HIV, sexually transmitted diseases, and
Hepatitis C.
Dr. Nair asked whether ADH takes care of the treatment. Dr. Patil responded no. The
Department of Correction contracts with a private vendor who provides the medical care
contract.
Dr. Romero stated this year, Arkansas became one of the few states that requires maternal Hep
C testing. The significance of that is it is greater than just the mother. We are poised now
because of the testing in mothers that we can follow these children and make sure we can
establish whether they are infected or not.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Dr. Nair commented on coming to an end to another year with another wave of COVID passing
and possibly more waves to come. The number of infections seems to be declining although
hospitalizations remain high.
He stated this would be his last meeting as Board Chair. At the next meeting, we will welcome
Mr. Lane Crider as the Board Chair for 2022.
SECRETARY'S REPORT

Dr. Romero gave an update on COVID. The summer peak is on a downward trend regarding
cases. Several developments are being watched, one being Delta Plus. This is a virus that has
other mutations that make it more transmissible.
Dr. Romero also gave an update on vaccines. We are about 54% totally immunized. We have
plateaued at 50% of the adolescent group receiving the vaccine and 40% fully vaccinated at this
time.
Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

se Romero, MD, FAAP, FIDSA, FPIDS,
FAAAS, Secretary of Health
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