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Ms. Gaskill,
 
I was reviewing my notes from our conversation from August regarding comments for Rules for
Orthotic, & Prosthetic & Pedorthic Providers and realized that I did not get a confirmation that our
comments were received.
 
Attached is a second copy.  The focus of our comment is with regards to reciprocal licensing.   We
request that the educational requirements are removed and instead rely on accreditation from a
national body and a license in good standing in another state.
 
Kindest Regards,
 
Brock C. Berta, MBA, CPC-A  Contracting Manager
P: 574.233.3352 x 140    F: 877.206.0478
A: 17530 Dugdale Drive, South Bend, IN 46635
W: transcendop.com 

 
HIPAA Confidentiality Notice: The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information, including patient information protected by federal and state privacy laws. It is intended only for the use of the
person(s) names above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination,
distribution, or duplication of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact
the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.
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August 16, 2020



Jane Gaskill,

Section Counsel

Arkansas Department of Health

Health Facility Services Section

5800 West 10th Street, Suite 400

[bookmark: _GoBack]Little Rock, AR  72204



Ms. Gaskill, 					



It was a pleasure speaking with you a few weeks ago.



I am writing to provide comments on the proposed revisions to the Rules for Orthotic, Prosthetic, and Pedorthic Providers in Arkansas.   In particular, we wish to comment on the proposed revisions regarding qualifications for reciprocity for applicants from other states or jurisdictions.



Custom Orthotic and Prosthetic providers play an essential role in improving the health of Arkansans.  In most areas of Arkansas, there is a shortage of qualified custom Orthotic and Prosthetic providers.  The goal of our proposal is to make it easier for qualified providers to practice in the same.



We address this by addressing the some of the Qualifications for Licensure described in the proposed Rules.  The proposed revisions allow for licensure reciprocity from state to state, but still requires all original license elements (page 14 & 15 of 30) listed below



SECTION 6: Qualifications for Licensure 

Item 1) Orthotist – To qualify for a license to practice orthotics, a person shall:  

a.  Complete an orthotics education program which is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs or its successor organization; 

b.  Possess a baccalaureate degree or have successfully completed the number of semester hours equivalent to four (4) years of study at a four-year college or university;  

c.  Successfully complete a clinical NCOPE residency in orthotics; and 

 d.  Successfully complete one of the following national certification examinations: 

1. American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics, and Pedorthics, Inc. (“ABCOPP”); 

2. Board of Certification/Accreditation (“BOC”); or 

3. Equivalent as determined by the Advisory Board. 

















Here is what I would propose the revised Rules should be:



Page 14, Section 6

Item 5) 

a. The applicant holds a Orthotists, Prosthetists, Pedorthotists, or Prosthetics assistant license in another United States jurisdiction. 

b. The applicant holds his or her license in good standing.

c.  The applicant has not had a license revoked for…..

d.  The applicant does not hold a suspended or probationary license in a United States jurisdiction

e.  The applicant is competent in Orthotics, Prosthetics, Pedorthics, or Prosthetic Assisting as evidenced by

               1.  Completion of one of the following national certification examinations:

                              i. American Board for Certification in Orthotics, Prosthetics, and Pedorthics, 					Inc. (“ABCOPP”); 

		ii. Board of Certification/Accreditation (“BOC”); or 

		iii. Equivalent as -determined by the Advisory Board.

                2.  Completion at least 75 hours of continuing education, within the five years before application

f.  The applicant submits a fully executed application, fee, and the following documentation

1. Evidence of current and active license in that state

2. The names of all states in which the applicant has been previously licensed.



We appreciate your time and interest in this manner.  Thank you for serving the citizens of Arkansas.



Kindest Regards,



Brock C. Berta, MBA, CPC-A  

Contracting Manager
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