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One More Reason 
TO quit

Diabetes and Tobacco Use

1-800-QUIT-NOW

Studies prove you’re more likely to 
successfully quit tobacco if you are being 
coached. The Arkansas Tobacco Quitline 
is funded by Tobacco Settlement dollars, 
so you never have to pay for the service, 
which includes:

Free unlimited Web coaching
•

Free personalized phone 
sessions with a Quit Coach®

•
Free quit guides

•
Free Arkansas Diabetes Resources 

and Educational Materials
•

Your choice of free medication 
mailed directly to your home

Smoking directly affects your health, 
and when you already have one health 
hurdle, why stack the deck against 
yourself with more?

Smoking is an addictive 
habit that can 

be challenging to kick.

Arkansas Tobacco Prevention 
and Cessation Program

4815 West Markham, Slot 3
Little Rock, AR 72205

(501) 661-2953
•

Arkansas Diabetes Prevention 
and Control Section

Chronic Disease Branch
4815 W.  Markham St., Slot 6

Little Rock, AR 72203
(501) 661-2627

•
Arkansas Tobacco Quitline

1-800-QUIT-NOW
1-800-784-8669 

Open seven days a week
7 a.m. – 2 a.m.

Free medications, while supplies last.
•

Services are available in English, 
Spanish, Marshallese and 

more than 160 other languages. 



What is 
diabetes?

Diabetes happens when the body stores 
unhealthy amounts of glucose (sugar) 
in the blood. The hormone insulin 
helps remove glucose (sugar) from the 
bloodstream to cells in the body.  Diabetes 
happens when your body does not get 
enough insulin, or does not use insulin 
they way it should. Diabetes can cause 
serious health complications including 
heart disease, blindness, kidney failure 
and lower-extremity amputations.

Make a
Plan to Quit

Set YOUR QUIT DAY
When you call the Arkansas Tobacco 
Quitline, you will be in charge of setting 
your own quit date.  Pick one and mark it 
on every calendar you own.

Get prepared
Quitting can be challenging, but if you  
remove all temptations and reminders, 
it will be easier. Throw away cigarettes, 
lighters and ashtrays. Replace these 
with healthy snacks like raw vegetables 
and stress balls to give your hands 
something to do.

;

If you are a person living with 
diabetes, you can put your health at 
greater risk by choosing to smoke 
or use tobacco products.

Smoking raises blood sugar levels 
and makes it harder to control 
your diabetes.

Your medications and insulin shots 
may not work as well because you 
smoke.

You could develop problems such 
as high blood pressure, a heart 
attack and stroke.

Smoking damages blood vessels, 
which can increase your chances 
of infections like foot ulcers.

Some smokers living with diabetes 
have their toes, legs and feet 
removed (amputations) because 
smoking decreases blood flow to 
infected body parts.

Smoking can cause eye, kidney and 
nerve problems.
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smoking and diabetes
A dangerous

combination


