
Jackson County—Kevin Pearce, Coordinated School Health         
Coordinator shared that Chris Grady (left in photo at left) and Gene 
Morris (right), 10th graders at Newport High School recently attended 
the 8th Annual Clearing the Air in Communities of Color  Conference 
presented by the UAPB-Minority Initiative Sub-Recipient Grant Office 
held at the Pine Bluff Convention Center.  The goals of the conference 
was to educate youth on: the history of tobacco in the US, the dangers 
of using tobacco products as well as the tactics tobacco companies 
are using to target youth in minority communities.  Tobacco is the   
single most preventable cause of death and disease.  Grady also won 
2nd place in the “Clearing the Air Youth Rap Contest” and received a 
prize of $250.  Grady’s tobacco-free rap can be heard on River    
Country 96-7 FM, Newport 1280 AM, and is currently being used by 
several wellness and substance abuse coalitions across the state.  For 
more info on Newport School District’s Coordinated School Health 

Program contact Kevin Pearce at (870) 523-1311. 
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Newport High School Student Wins Rap Contest 

Randolph County—April 27th due to several continuous days of heavy rainfall the swollen 
Fourche and Current Rivers converged with the Black River overflowing onto the delta bottom land.  
At 6:45am County Judge David Jansen alerted Kathy Smith, LHUA, the health department building 
was going under water. 

  Lori Bergman, Terri Austin, and Smith rode in the front 
end loader of a tractor to remove critical items from the 
unit.  The water continued to rise for four days before  
cresting with some highways closed for two weeks. 

  Upon entering the LHU building, May 1st three inches 
of standing water, etc. remained. The walls indicated 
three feet of standing water but 6 to 8 feet of moisture 
inside the office and five feet inside the storage building. The inside and most contents were a total 
loss.  On May 4th, restocking began at the alternate site with furniture, equipment and supplies.  
“The Randolph County Health Unit will come back strong from the flood.  Much hard work and long 
hours on the part of the county and state workers will get the unit fully operational again,” Kathy 
said. “Clients are being served on a limited basis at 203 W. Broadway in the old Pokey               
Federal/Iberia Bank Building with full health department services available in adjoining counties.  
The target date for full service in Randolph County is June 1, 2011,” Kathy Smith, LHUA stated.   

1-800-784-8669  

Flooded Randolph County LHU Due to Reopen 

Mississippi County—The Boys and Girls Club of Mississippi County, the        
Mississippi County Coalition For A Tobacco Free Arkansas and the First Missionary 
Baptist Church is celebrated the National Minority Health Month the entire month of 
April.  Elroy Brown, Executive Director of the Boys and Girls Club and the coalition 
said Minority Health Month was designed to promote healthy lifestyles, provide     
crucial information to allow individuals to practice disease prevention, showcase the 
resources for and providers of grass roots health care and information, highlight the 
resolution of the disparate health conditions between Arkansas Minority and         
non-minority population and to gain additional support for the ongoing efforts to    
improve minority health year-round. The Boys and Girls Club received a $4,050 grant 
from the Arkansas Minority Health Commission to conduct a health-based program 
for the month of April.  Congratulations Mississippi County Boys and Girls Club!   

Mississippi County Boys & Girls Club Celebrate                       
National Minority Health Month 



Infant Mortality 
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Independence & Craighead Cos.—The morning of May 2nd, at Univ. of AR Community College of Batesville surrounding 
schools were invited to two separate presentations to hear Pam Stenzel speak in person. She spoke to a community group at Brookland 
High School in Craighead County that evening and again the morning of May 3rd for two more presentations were offered to schools 
within driving distance.  Pam Stenzel, Founder of Enlighten Communications Inc., tackles today’s tough issues of sex with candor, 
insight, and humor.  She inspires young people to embrace the benefits of character and abstinence before marriage.  Ms. Stenzel has 
traveled worldwide, speaking to over 500,000 young people each year.  Pam was the Director of Alpha Women’s Center, a counseling 
center for women undergoing crisis pregnancies. Her experiences taught her that before teen pregnancy and STD rates could decline, 
attitudes of teens toward sex first had to change. Desiring to bring about that change, Pam started speaking nationally full-time and is in 
great demand both in the U.S.A. and in other countries. The DVD, “Sex STILL Has A Price Tag”, has widely been used across the state. 

Teacher response: 
I would like for our 

entire town to hear 
her speak to them. 

Student’s response: I wish 

all kids could have been 

there to hear her. 

Many commented about Pam 
pointing out that pregnancy is 
not the worst thing that could 
happen to a girl who chooses   
to have sex. 

Several wrote down that they learned about 

STDs.  There are more than they realized, 

and they are more dangerous than they pre-

viously thought--especially for the girls. 

 

From one school, "Everyone 
thought it was an eye opening, 
terrific presentation. I did have a 
few male 8th graders who wanted 
her to discuss more emotional/ 
physical consequences that      
affected the males, though. I 
thought it was WONDERFUL, and 
many parents thought it was great 
as well" 

Paula Smith, State School Nurse Consultant, 
pictured below, introduced Pam to the various 
school and community audiences. 



Comments on Pam Stenzel Presentations 
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Many STDs & Abstinence Presentations 

Cleburne County—May 6th Malinda 
Snider, RNP, Marilyn Cone, CHNS and 
Hazel Thompson, Cleburne Co. LHUA 
collaborated to provide presentations to 
Concord High School students, 8th—
11th grade. Malinda presented on STD’s 
& Abstinence, Injury Prevention and  
immunizations. Marilyn’s presentation 
was on harmful effects of tobacco    
smoking and spit tobacco. Hazel        
organized and setup a display table with          
educational materials.  There were 178  
students and teachers.  

FROM STUDENT ON FACEBOOK “Hey, I was able to take part in your speech today in Batesville. You changed my whole outlook on sex. 
Just a couple of days before your speech, I had told my best friend I wanted to see how far I could get with my boyfriend, bc I felt that it would 
make me happy & more popular. But after today, I can’t believe I had said that! It opened my eyes to a whole different world & never realized 
all the consequences that came along with it. Anyways, I just wanted to say thank you so much for everything you said today! & I’m sure I’m 
not the only one who feels this way! You rock!!  

Thank you for coming all the way to Brookland, Arkansas to teach Greene County Tech And Brookland about STD’s and their  consequences. 
It was very inspiring. I learned a ton of stuff today, that I didn’t know before you came. Keep up the marvelous work you do. I definitely will 
think before I do anything after today. It put a lot into my mind. 

dear pam (the sex lady),                                                                                                                                                                                                   
your speech at the collage this past monday was  amazing. you not only let us know that not having sex didnt mean you werent cool, but that 
pregnancy wasnt the worst thing that could happen to you if u did decide be immature and have sex. your story that u shared about your 
daughter and her and her new husband walking down and giving their purity rings to their    parents that 3 of my friends and i are going to a      
christian store this weekend and getting rings, to remind us what the right thing to do is. i just wanted to let you know how much i appreciated 
everything you told us that day. i mean i was so blind about things until i heard your story. so    thankyou oh so very much pam!!! 
VIIIIRRRGGGGGIIIINNNNN for life! haha or until im married!!! 

One school survey asked if students talked to parents or guardians about the presentation and 71.4% said, “Yes.”  They were also asked if 
they would recommend the presentation to other 8th graders with 95.2% saying, “Yes.” 

Question to adults: “What did you like best about the presentation.” Answers: “Told like it is, EXCELLENT program & presenter.” “Very     
informative/ great deliver.” “Blunt! Talked to students on their level.” “On students level.” 

Question to adults: “What would you change?”  Answers: “ I’d start this in the 6th grade.” “Have more of these programs by equally good   
presenters. The 6th grade would not be to early for this program. Maybe ideal.” “Weather.” “I would have my students hear this message more 
often.” “Nothing.” “I would have her speak to every man, woman, & child in America.” 

Other comments from adults: “This is progress! Tax money well spent.” “Thank you for providing this opportunity for our students.” “Where 
were you when I needed you! Your such an inspiration :)” “Awesome.” “Thank you! Great message.”   

Sharp Co.—Collaboration between Marilyn Cone, CHNS; Renee Brink, 
LHUA; Matt Burks, 5 Star Diabetic Network Coordinator and Amanda Harvey, 
Health Educator for AHEC, to provide presentations at Highland School’s    
Coordinated School Health Meeting.  Infant Mortality, “Back To Sleep”, SIDS, 
harmful effects of tobacco & secondhand smoke, T-Dap, family planning,     
diabetes, nutrition presentations. Attendees 26 with impact to approximately 
1,800 students & staff. 



It’s all about our little ones 

Infant Mortality/family planning outreach for Parents as teachers program  
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Independence County—April 6 & 7, Batesville School District 
was the site of four classroom presentations on STD/teen pregnancy/
Abstinence to 9th grade students.  Participants were also educated on 
Act 13, harmful effects of spit tobacco and second hand smoke.  
Cherie Smith, Independence Co. Public Health Nurse and Marilyn 
Cone, Community Health Nurse Specialist, educated 122 students, 2 
nursing students and a teacher.  The Women’s Health Display was 
used with Act 13 postcards, tobacco & STD pamphlets, Gardasil flyer, 
Straight talk about family planning, sexual exposure brochure, STD 
poster and SOS Quit-line forms.  Sonia Nix, Independence Co. LHU 
Administrator also assisted.   

STD/Teen Pregnancy Presentations 

Independence Co—At the Parents as Teachers       
Program, a collaborative effort between Cherie Smith, Ind. 
Co. PHN and Marilyn Cone, CHNS, presented information 
on STD, family planning and infant mortality to teen     
mothers, pregnant teens & parents.  Presentations included 
the importance of nutrition and included folic acid in diet, 
WIC, family planning, T-dap, Tobacco Prevention and 
STDs.  Sonia Nix, LHUA, provided technical assistance 
with STD and family planning materials.  There were 19 
attendees that reached 35 families in the Parent as    
Teachers program.  

Lawrence County—Walnut Ridge School presentation on abstinence “Sex 
Still Has A Price Tag” by Pam Stenzel to 9th through 12th grade students,     
approximately 280 attendees, presenter Karen Davis, CHNS 

Independence County—Southside School District, 2 presentations on     
STD & teen pregnancy including education on the harmful effects of tobacco, 
ACT 13, “Back to Sleep” campaign, Gardasil, secondhand smoke and SIDS.  
140 7th grade students, 1 counselor and 1 principal attended, presenters    
Cherie Smith, PHN, and Marilyn Cone, CHNS. 

Lawrence County—Black Rock School District, presented program on     
abstinence “Sex Still Has a Price Tag” by Pam Stenzel to 9th through 12th    
graders with 160 attending, with Karen Davis presenting. 

Izard County—Northcentral Educational Cooperative, Melbourne, Infant    
Mortality presentation and sharing of “Back to Sleep” campaign, “Straight Talk 
about Family Planning” brochure, Quit-line referral forms, Act 13 postcards,   
WIC and MIP brochures, presented by Marilyn Cone, with 9 school nurses and 
should impact over 7,000 students and staff. 

Poinsett County—Harrisburg Center for the Arts, Laura Cook was among  
the presenters for five different sessions for participants.  The presentations 
were: “Driving under the influence/Impaired vision goggles”; “ATV Safety”; 
“Nutrition Education, “Rethink Your Drink”; Abstinence Education and Second-
hand smoke/smokeless tobacco education with 180 attendance. 



          

Safety Baby Educational Showers 
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NORTHEAST REGION—Due to the one time Infant Mortality funding the NE Region was able to host with various partners four 
Safety Baby Showers at counties with the highest MIP (Mothers & Infant Program) caseloads.  The locations were Independence, 
Craighead, Mississippi and White Counties.  Although gifts were a part of the event, the showers’ goal was to educate first time mom’s 
on how to take care of their baby to decrease infant mortality rates in AR.  Some of the educational information on safety baby issues 
were: “Back to Sleep”; secondhand smoke; tobacco use during pregnancy; Shaken Baby Syndrome; family planning; breastfeeding; 
poison; home safety, Tobacco Use during Pregnancy, Car Seat Safety, the importance of immunizations, and “What To Do When 
Your Baby is Sick”  were provided. 

Independence County—The Parents as Teachers Program of 
the Batesville School  District with the Ind. Co. LHU and AR      
Children’s Hospital conducted the area’s first Safety Baby Shower. 
Twenty three expectant moms attended the event on March 9th at 
the Batesville Pre-school Center. 

According to the event’s speaker, Alison Rose of AR Children’s 
Hospital Injury Prevention Center, Arkansas has one of the 
highest child injury rates in the nation. Most injuries and 

deaths occur in the home and in motor vehicle accidents are preventable. The Safety Baby Shower provided an opportunity to teach 
parents how to  properly use car seats, install smoke detectors, prevent common accidents and create a safe home environment for 
children. 

“With the help of First Community Bank, the Batesville Fire Department and several other local organizations, we were able to help 
new parents get started with the knowledge and the equipment they need to provide safe, healthy homes for their new arrivals.”  Lori 

McClure, Coordinator for the Parents as 
Teachers program said.  
 

   Pictured at right: Alison Rose of AR          

   Children’s Hospital Injury Prevention    

   Center 

Craighead County—Tuesday, April 26th Hometown Health hosted 
a Safety Baby Shower at the Craighead County Health Unit.  There 
were 50 participants and 35 car seats were given to moms and    
grandparents. 

Dr. Deborah Cook, NE AHEC is pictured below during presentation. 
Diane Johansen, MIP Nurse in Craighead County is in photo at top, 
right presenting.  Officer Doug Formen is at the bottom, right          
demonstrating car seat safety. 



Fulton County—April 8th, Viola School District was the site for a 
presentations on ATV Safety DVD titled “A Trip Unplanned” and     
education was provided on Water Safety & Helmet Safety.  The    
harmful effects of smoking and spit tobacco were discussed with a 
DVD, “Smoking: “Truth or Dare?” being shown to 5th & 6th graders.  
Participants included 82 students and 4 teachers.  The school will be 
showing the ATV Safety DVD to students in the 7th-12 grades during 
health classes.  Injury Prevention handouts included packets and a 
variety of flyers were distributed.  The Fulton Co LHUA,, Wanda   
Koelling, provided technical assistance in scheduling the                
presentations & providing educational materials. 

Safety Baby Educational Showers 

the attendees were blessed with many gifts and lots of educational 
information to make a safer environment for their babies. 

Community partners included: Searcy Fire Dept.; ARCare; White 
Co. Safekids Coalition; AR Children’s Hospital; UAMS; the WISE 
Coalition; White Co. HHI Coalition; Dr. Martha Thomas, pediatrician 
with The Center for Pediatric Health; NE Region HHI Support Staff; 
White Co. Medical Center; White Co. Healthworks; ADH-WIC   
Program for Nutrition and Breastfeeding Services; 1st Community 
Bank of Searcy; staff from Cleburne County, White County and   
Woodruff County Health Units.  
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Mississippi County—Safety Baby Shower 
was held May 23rd.  The shower’s goal was to 
educate first time moms on how to take care of 
their baby to decrease infant mortality rates in 
AR. 

Topics discussed were Back to Sleep & Crying 
Baby; Breastfeeding; Poison; Home Safety; 

Tobacco Use During Pregnancy; Car Seat Safety; What To Do When Your Baby is Sick and 
information on AR Career  Pathways Program.  There were two pregnant women, two      
grandmothers and one foster parent in attendee.  Also, in attendance were six workers; the 
Mississippi County LHUA, Walter Holloway; Elroy Brown, Executive Director of the Boys and 
Girls Club and the MCCTFA Coalition; and the Drug Free Clubs of Mississippi County 
Schools. 

Decorated Diaper Baby Shower 
Cake above.                                

Injury Prevention 

White County—May 19th the           
LHU Clinic Staff, Hometown Health      
Coalition and In-Home Services partnered 
with both Cleburne & Woodruff Counties, 
to hose a “Safety Baby Shower” for Mother 
& Infant   Program (MIP) clients of all three 
counties.  There were 21 pregnant moms, 
their 18 invited guests and with 11 workers 
the final total attendance was 50.  Both 
regional and community partners helped 
make this first-time ever baby shower a 
smashing success.  From car seats to 
smoke detectors, DVDs to thermometers, 

Photo below: Dr. Thomas during presentation.  



Izard County—On Sat., April 16th the Izard Co. HHI Coalition and the TAG (Teens Achieving Goals) 
Team sponsored a dodge ball tournament.  The proceeds will be used to create scholarships for each of 
the Izard County Schools.  The first and second place winning teams were awarded trophies.  There were 
two age categories: “8th grade and under” & “9th grade and over.”  The winning teams in the “8th and 
under” category was 1st place STATE FARM and 2nd place IZARD 
COUNTY ABSTRACT.  In the “9th and over” category 1st place went to 
COOPER FAMILY CLOTHING and 2nd place AVERAGE JOES.  The 
Izard County Hometown Health Coalition and the TAG Team would like 
to thank all of the local merchants who helped sponsor teams, all the 

participants, and a special thank you to Matt Church well for his help organizing this event.         
Educational information was shared on prevention of underage drinking and tobacco use to all   
attendees.  Over 15 teams were registered to play to raise scholarship money for graduating      
seniors. There were approximately 155 community participants to play, watch and support these 
efforts. 

Mississippi County Women’s Health Week 

     Marshay Everett was 
the winner of the gift        
basket given away Fri., 
May 13.  Marshay, very 
kindly, gave permission 
for us to use her photo in 
our newsletter, but not in 
the newspaper.  We    
appreciate all involved in 
this event!! 

Youth Board’s Dodge Ball Tournament 

Celebrating Susan Roetzel’s 25 Years’ of Faithful Service 
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Miss County-Osceola—Bulletin board demonstrates  
focus for Women’s Health Week, pictured above: Lorie 
Crook, Shelly Henderson, Peggy Morgan and Tammy 
Parchman.   

Miss County-Blytheville—From left to 
right above: Stacey Hines, Tammy McCormick, 
Marshay Everett (patient), Bonnie Webb and 
Chris Smith. 

White County—On Wednesday, May 11th, during the opening session of the 
AR Public Health Association Conference, four AR Department of Health       
employees were recognized for their 25 years of service to the agency - Patricia 
Walton, Janie Greenlee, Cathy Flanagin, and from the NE Region, Susan       
Roetzel, LPN, White County LHU.   

Susan started in Searcy in 1985 as a clerk pending the LPN position with Home 
Health.   She has worked under three administrators and transferred from Home 
Health to the clinic in 2000.  She and her  husband, Bobby, and their  family live 
in Albion, between Searcy and Pangburn, in White County.  Susan and Bobby 
have 2 sons, 1 stepdaughter, and 1 granddaughter, Riley, who is their joy.   

We congratulate Susan on this milestone and celebrate her 25 years with the 
White County Health Department.  

Susan Roetzel on left receiving her 
recognition 



Clay County—The Clay County Coalition is working to increase the coalition’s     
membership.  The coalition has begun reaching out to new agencies such as the 
D.A.R.E.. officers and counseling agencies to encourage participation.  Another initiative 
was to rotate the meeting sites throughout the county to better accommodate members, 
most recent meetings have been held in McDougal and Rector.  The Clay County     
Coalition worked with members to participate in the April 30th Prescription Drug Drop Off 
with sites in 3 cities: Corning, Rector, & Piggott.  Photo at right: Kim Donner, Clay County 
LHUA and coalition members at the March meeting in McDougal. 

Clay County Growing Their Coalition 

NE Region Hometown Health Support Staff: 
 

Sherry Chamblee, HHI Clerical, 870-886-3201 
Marilyn Cone, Community Health Nurse Specialist, 501-837-8627 
Laura Cook, Community Health Nurse Specialist, 870-219-4978 
Karen Davis, Community Health Nurse Specialist, 501-454-2871  

Kelli Dunegan, HHI Coordinator, 870-612-7085 
Ray Edwards, Grant Administrator, 501-288-2601 

Nancy Green, NE & NW CHNS/CHPS Supervisor, 501-253-7298 
Becky Lamb, Community Health Nurse Specialist, 501-454-2869 

Joy Laney, NE Region HHI Manager, 501-882-9455 
Jennifer Lynch, Community Health Promotion Specialist, 870-271-9557  

Kim McCray, Public Health Educator, 870-273-9576 
Linda Robinson, Rural Health Specialist, 870-362-9423 

Kathy Smith, HHI Coordinator, 870-219-2960 
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Open House at NEW Cross County LHU 

Cross County—May 13th was the 
Open House for the new Cross County 
LHU.  Photo at left are Charles 
Landrum representing Congressman 
Rick Crawford’s office; Representative 
Jerry R. Brown (District-57); and Local 
Public Health Center Director, Randy 
Lee.   

Photo at right, new unit. 

Greene County—The Greene County Health Unit participated in 
the Annual Senior Bee’s Health Fair on Tuesday, April 12th.  This 
health fair offers services and screenings for seniors in the Greene 
County area.  The local health unit provided Tetanus vaccinations, 

SOS information, and information about clinic services.   Pictured 
at left: Kim McCray, Public Health Educator and on the right in the 
same photo is Patricia Platt, Health Services Specialist II. 

Cross County Local Health Unit,                     
701 Julia Street East, Wynne 

Senior Bee’s Health Fair 


