
 

Friday, June 18, 2010 
RJ WILLIS LECTURE HALL, CAMPUS CENTER 

PULASKI TECHNICAL COLLEGE 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

 

Featuring 
 

Governor Mike Beebe (invited) 
Dr. Paul Halverson, Director, Arkansas Department of Health 

Dr. Dan F. Bakke, President of Pulaski Technical College  
Dr. Jack E. Henningfield, Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 

Dr. Greg Connolly, Harvard School of Public Health 
Naomi Ackerman, Los Angeles, California 

Dr. Bob Russell, Iowa State Dental Director 
Carol Amerine, RDH, Office of Oral Health 

Bob Young, Healthy Connections 
Dr. Herman Hurd, Delta Dental of Arkansas 

Jennifer Victory, Arkansas Farm Bureau 
Dr. Charles Cranford, UAMS Center for Dental Education 

Nancy Smith, RDH, UAMS Mountain Home Dental Hygiene Program 
Beth Bryant, RDH, HRSA Dental Workforce Contractor 

The Arkansas Oral Health Coalition and the 
Office of Oral Health, Arkansas Department of Health 

present the seventh  

GRANTED: GRANTED:   
Oral Health MattersOral Health Matters  

This conference is supported in part by CDC Cooperative Agreement #U58DP001532-02 



AGENDA 
 
 

7:45 - 8:15  Registration and Continental Breakfast 
   Exhibits 
  

8:15 - 8:30  Welcoming Addresses: 
 Governor Mike Beebe (invited) 
 Dr. Dan Bakke, President, Pulaski Technical College 
 Dr. Paul Halverson, Director, Arkansas Department of Health 

 

8:30 - 9:30  “Smokeless Tobacco: Addictive by Nature and Design” 
 Dr. Jack E. Henningfield 
 

9:30 - 10:30 “Fighting Smoke with Fire” 
 Dr. Greg Connolly 
    
10:30 - 10:45 Morning Coffee and Juice Break  

  Exhibits 
 

10:45 - 11:45 “Oral Health Workforce in the 21st Century”  
 Dr. Bob Russell 

 

11:45 - 12:45     Lunch in the Grand Hall 
 “Seal the State, Arkansas” 
 Carol Amerine, RDH 

   Exhibits 
 

12:45 - 1:45 “He Brought Me Flowers” 
 Naomi Ackerman 

        

1:45 - 2:15  Afternoon Refreshment Break  
   Exhibits 

   

2:15 - 3:30   “Partnering to Improve Oral Health in Arkansas” 
 Dr. Herman Hurd - Delta Dental of Arkansas 
 Dr. Charles Cranford - UAMS Center for Dental Education 
 Jennifer Victory - Arkansas Farm Bureau 
 Nancy Smith, RDH - UAMS Dental Hygiene Program 
 Beth Bryant, RDH - Office of Oral Health Contractor 
 Bob Young - Healthy Connections 

 

3:30 - 3:45  Evaluations 
 

3:45   Adjournment  / Distribution of CE Certificates 



SPEAKERS 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Naomi Ackerman 
Naomi was born in New York City and lived in Los Angeles until her family immigrated to Israel. After 2 years in the IDF, she  received a BA from 
Hebrew University and teaching credentials from David Yellin Teachers Seminar. She is a graduate of the prestigious Nissan Nativ Acting Studio.  She is 
an experienced actress whose credits include theater, musicals, films and television. Naomi has performed her acclaimed one-woman show, "Flowers 
Aren’t Enough" (that she researched and wrote) around the world over 1000 times.  

 
Carol Amerine, RDH 

Carol Amerine graduated with a BS in dental hygiene from UAMS.  She has worked in private practice, has served as full-time faculty at the UAFS 
dental hygiene program, and in 2008, joined the public health team in the Office of Oral Health, Arkansas Department of Health.  She has served as 
treasurer, president, and national delegate to the Arkansas State Dental Hygiene Association.  She is presently a candidate for a Masters Degree in 
Dental Hygiene from Idaho State University in Pocatello, Idaho.  Her thesis topic involves improving oral health of residents of long-term care facilities  
 

Beth Bryant, RDH 
Beth is a 2001 graduate of the UAMS School of Health Related Professions, with a Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene.  She has practiced clinical 
hygiene for private practices in both Central and Northeast Arkansas for the past 9 years. She resides in Jonesboro with her husband, Kevin, and her 
three children, Sam, Georgia, and Cate. She serves as the HRSA Oral Health Workforce Grant Dental Hygiene Contractor for the Office of Oral Health. 

 
Charles Cranford, DDS 

Dr. Charles Cranford was the first health professional in the prestigious Lyndon B. Johnson School at U.T. Austin in 1970.  After a long career as 
administrator and clinician in community, state, regional and national positions, he served as Executive Director of the Arkansas AHEC Program and 
Vice Chancellor for Regional Programs at UAMS for 22 years. He led the development of a report for the Arkansas legislature on the future of dental 
education in Arkansas. He serves as Professor of Public Policy in the UAMS College of Public Health and is Special Assistant to the Chancellor for 
Dental Education Initiatives. 

Greg Connolly, DMD, MPH 
Dr. Connolly teaches and conducts research at Harvard School of Public Health on tobacco and health issues. He has published over 100 scientific 
articles on tobacco product design, marketing and tobacco control interventions.  Dr. Connolly is a graduate of Holy Cross College, Tufts Dental School, 
and Harvard School of Public Health.  He is the former director of Massachusetts Department of Public Health’s Tobacco Control Program and over the 
ten years he directed the program cigarette consumption fell 50% in Massachusetts, three times the U.S. average.    He was the second American to be 
awarded the Surgeon General’s Medallion by Dr. C. Everett Koop for his leadership in passing the federal Comprehensive Smokeless Tobacco Health 
Education Act.   

Jack E. Henningfield 
Dr. Henningfield is an Adjunct Professor in Behavioral Biology, Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, at The Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, & Vice President, Research and Health Policy, Pinney Associates.  He received his doctorate from the University of Minnesota. He 
is trained in behavioral, pharmacological, and neurosciences, specializing in addictive drugs.  His research on addictive drugs includes alcohol, 
barbiturates, cocaine, marijuana, morphine and nicotine.  He has published nearly 400 articles, reviews, & chapters.  He directed the Clinical 
Pharmacology Laboratory at the National Institute on Drug Abuse, investigating the addiction potential of numerous drugs and drug delivery modalities 
including the many forms of nicotine & tobacco.   

Herman Hurd, DDS 
Dr. Hurd is a 1970 graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Dentistry in Memphis, TN and had a general dentistry practice in Pine Bluff, AR 
before moving to Little Rock.  From 1995-2002 he operated the Myofascial Pain Center in Little Rock, AR.  This center treated patients with TMJ 
Dysfunction as well as providing oral appliances for patients with certain sleep disorders.  Dr. Hurd is currently serving as Vice President, Professional 
Relations and Dental Director for Delta Dental of Arkansas, a position he has held since 2001.  He served in the Arkansas Army National Guard for 34 
years, retiring in the position of State Surgeon with the rank of Colonel. 

 
Bobby D. Russell, DDS, MPH 

Dr. Russell earned his BS in Biomedical Sciences from Grand Valley State University in Allendale, Michigan; his DDS from Loyola University (Chicago) 
School of Dentistry; and his Masters in Public Health from the University of Michigan School of Public Health.  He has practiced clinical dentistry in 
community health centers, rural health centers, private practice, and corrections facilities.  Currently he serves as the Public Health Dental Director for 
the Iowa Department of Public Health and serves on the Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors Executive Committee. 

 
Nancy Smith, RDH, M Ed 

Ms. Smith is a 1986 graduate of the UAMS Dental Hygiene Program.  After 23 years as a clinical dental hygienist in both general and periodontics 
specialty practices, she now serves as an Assistant Professor of Dental Hygiene, and is the site Coordinator for the UAMS Mountain Home program. 

 
Jennifer Victory 

Jennifer Victory has been a Safety Coordinator with Arkansas Farm Bureau for four years.  She is a 2005 graduate of Arkansas State University, where 
she earned a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Business with an emphasis in economics.  As Safety Coordinator she presents safety programs around 
the state free of charge to schools, churches, county Farm Bureaus, civic and charitable organizations. 

 
Bob Young, M Ed, MA 

After thirty years as a Navy pilot, Bob left the world of aircraft carriers and jet fuel for a quiet retirement in the Ouachita Mountains.  Unfortunately, his 
efforts to retire failed miserably in 1997 when he volunteered to help a community effort to combat child abuse.   The “community effort” grew quickly into 
Healthy Connections, Inc., a non-profit organization with over fifty employees, three service sites and an annual budget exceeding $5.0 million. 



The Governor’s Oral Health Summit 
 

TO REGISTER COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM WITH A CHECK FOR $50  
MADE PAYABLE TO “Smiles: AR, U.S.”   

MAIL TO: “Smiles: AR, U.S.”; ℅ Arkansas Department of Health;  
Office of Oral Health; 4815 W. Markham St, Slot 18; Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 

 

No refunds 
 

 THE REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDES LUNCH AND REFRESHMENT BREAKS    

Electronic registration is not available 

 
NAME:           DEGREE:                
 
ADDRESS:                
 
CITY:______________________________ __ST:_____ZIP: __          ______________   _   
 
PHONE NUMBERS:______________________________ _______________            ______   
 
EMAIL:                                                
 

 
 

The Governor’s Oral Health Summit is supported in part by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Cooperative Agreement #U58DP001532-02 

Continuing Education Certificates for 6.5 contact hours  

 
Directions to Pulaski Technical College: 
 
From I-40 

 Exit 152-Levy 

 Turn right on 365 S (McArthur) 

 Turn right on West Pershing Blvd 
(first traffic light) 
 

From Downtown Little Rock 

 North on Broadway 

 Turn left on 365 N (West Broadway Ave) at the 
traffic light at the end of the bridge 

 Turn right on Pike Avenue 

 Turn left on West Pershing Blvd 
 

Pulaski Technical College 
3000 West Scenic Drive 
North Little Rock, AR 72118 
501-812-2200 
www.pulaskitech.edu 
 
Meeting is in the Campus Center Building 
 
A campus map can be accessed at: 
 
http://www.pulaskitech.edu/content_files/ptc_nlrcampus.pdf 

We are committed to providing program access for persons with disabilities to insure full participation.  This is accomplished by holding meetings and conferences in accessible 
locations and through the provision of auxiliary aids and services (i.e. interpreters, adapted materials).  Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids and services, please notify 
Judy Young at youngjuditha@uams.edu; 501-682-9900 (V); 501-682-9902 (TDD); 1-800-342-2923 (V/TDD); at least one month prior to the conference to insure appropriate 
accommodations. 

 Confirmations will be sent for registrations 
received by May 14, 2010  

  

 Registration available at the door for $75, 
space permitting   

 

 For special dietary needs please contact 
Donna Miller at 501-661-2595 
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