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Health Disparities Activities 4Q09 (2QFY10) 

 

CHRONIC DISEASE BRANCH: 

An Integration & Media workgroup was empanelled by the Delta States Stroke Network (DSSN) to draft a white 
paper summarizing regionally and culturally appropriate health communications materials that focus on the 
prevention and treatment of stroke and describing recommendations for promoting coordinated stroke 
prevention and treatment messages across the region.  This document will be included as a chapter in the DSSN 
Executive Report to be published in spring 2010. 

FAMILY HEALTH BRANCH: 

The Infant Hearing Program (Child & Adolescent Health Section) contracted with the Audiology Program at UAMS 
College of Health Related Professions to explore using non-traditional sites in underserved areas of Arkansas to 
provide hearing screens at no charge to parents.  

Maria Ruvalcaba continues her new role as the Bi-lingual Health Promotion/Outreach Specialist to Hispanic 
communities.  This quarter she represented ConnectCare and distributed materials in Spanish at the Ninth Annual 
Bi-national Health Fair at the Mexican Consulate, at Encuentro Hispano Health Fair and at the League of United 
Latin American Citizens (LULAC).  She is also translating all educational and informational materials on the 
ConnectCare website www.seeyourdoc.org into Spanish along with ConnectCare quarterly newsletters for 
Medicaid recipients and educational materials requested by local health unit staff. 

ConnectCare partnered with the Department of Education—Coordinated School Health to host the 2009 Human 
Service Worker Workshop in November.  Human service workers located in schools with 95% participation in free 
and reduced lunch programs along with school nurses, counselors, health and PE teachers, members of school 
wellness committees in underserved areas, Hometown Health Improvement coalition members and Community 
Health Center employees were taught about programs and resources available to the Medicaid population and 
encouraged to explore partnering locally with workshop participants. 
 
Women’s Health is participating in the Health Equity Partnership, a combined group of Region VI Federal and 
State representatives of Family Planning, Office of Women’s Health and Office of Minority Health. Improving 
health literacy is the special project for the region.  
 
OFFICE OF ORAL HEALTH: 

Arkansas applied for and received the new HRSA Oral Health Workforce Activities grant.  Two subgrantees focus 
on minorities or other underserved populations: 

• Farm Bureau of Arkansas – has included information on dental careers through their MASH outreach 
programs for middle school and high school students in rural schools 

• UAPB – is conducting events to promote dental careers for minority students 
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