CENTER FOR HEALTH ADVANCEMENT
MINORITY HEALTH/HEALTH DISPARITIES

April 1, 2010 through June 30, 2010

OFFICE OF ORAL HEALTH

Lynn Mouden, DDS, Carol Amerine and Donna Miller participated in the Arkansas Mission of Mercy
(ArMOM) in Monticello, Arkansas on May 20-23. ArMOM treated 1264 patients, providing more than
$706,000 in free dentistry to underserved and needy Arkansans.

In May Dr. Mouden presented a seminar on family violence prevention (P.A.N.D.A.) for the Indian Health
Service Dental Hygiene conference in Nashville, TN.

FAMILY HEALTH

Mary Gaither and Maria Ruvalcaba (Health Connections Section) attended the Arkansas Minority Health
Commission Community Health Forum and Health Fair in Springdale, AR on April 23 and 24 to exhibit
and promote ConnectCare services. There are 2 components to the community event. One component
is the “town hall” meeting held in the evening where local elected officials, representatives of local
minority groups and Health Commission personnel discuss health issues and answer participant
questions that are relevant to the region. Approximately 60 attended. On Saturday the 24™ the Health
Fair offered a variety of health information and screenings, concentrating on Minority Health Issues
(Hispanic and Marshallese). ConnectCare staffed an exhibit booth that offered low literacy and bilingual
health information and were prepared to make PCP assignments on site. Even with the bad weather,
around three hundred families attended. Other April outreach opportunities for Medicaid recipients
where PCP assighnments were made and bilingual/low literacy educational materials were provided
included Kindergarten Registration at Harrison School District in Harrison on April 22; MMMC Regional
Educational Conference in Texarkana also on April 22 (dental managed care); 1** Annual Children’s
Health and Safety Fair, “Be Wise, Immunize” themed community event in Little Rock on April 10; and the
Southwest Little Rock Hometown Health Coalition Meeting April 19 (high Hispanic population).

Coordinated School Health (Child& Adolescent Health Section) is sponsoring cultural competency
training (Marshallese) for Springdale teachers, health staff and other school staff.

CHRONIC DISEASE

This quarter the Comprehensive Cancer Control Section has drafted a response to a request to proposal
from Robert Wood Johnson for quality improvement in health care. The proposed work plan includes
analyzing BreastCare data by disparity related factors including race and socioeconomic status.

In June the Arkansas Cancer Coalition and BreastCare worked collaboratively on efforts surrounding the
Cervical Cancer Initiatives in Arkansas, specifically among African American and Hispanic women. A
Media Contractor conducted market research including focus interview intercepts, online surveys and
in-depth telephone interviews. Strategic marketing recommendations and messaging were also



provided which will be utilized in future planning and implementing evidence-based initiatives to
revitalize the Cervical Cancer Task Force.

The HDSP [Heart Dz & Stroke Prevention] Section sponsored “STAR-Health Presents: Tools for Treating
Hypertension: Building a Healthier Community” on June 11 at the University of Monticello College of
Technology and June 14 at Chicot Memorial Hospital. Each session included 2 CME/CE contact hours.
Approximately 50 professionals from the STAR-Health counties took advantage of this learning
opportunity. The Hypertension Toolkit was provided to participants. STAR-Health serves the Arkansas
Delta, a region noted for poverty, a high concentration of African-American citizens and limited access
to healthcare services.

This quarter the Diabetes Program [DPCP] began collaborating with the UAMS Arkansas Disability and
Health Program, Partners for Inclusive Communities, to expand work with individuals with
developmental disabilities. DPCP is also collaborating with Women’s Health to review the Gestational
Diabetes protocol for testing and follow-up services to this population post delivery.

LIFESTAGE HEALTH

Lifestage Health received a notice of award for a Federal Agency on Aging grant Empower Communities
to Sustain Evidence-Based and Disability Prevention Programs.

Leesa Freasier and Lee Crawford participated in their Golf Classic to support Arkansas Baptist College, a
partner in improving health literacy within minority populations.

There are no outstanding issues or concerns regarding minority health issues this quarter.
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