
 
 

CHILD HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 10, 2010 
Freeway Medical Building 

Room 801 
 

Attendees: Elisabeth Burak, Elton Cleveland, Dee Cox, Charlotte Davis, Michelle Justus, Barbara Kumpe, Brett 
Stone, W. Tony Thurman, Jada Walker, Bob West, Connie Whitfield, Karen Young 

 
Absentees: Carole Garner, Margaret Harris, Tyrone Harris, Pam Jones, Kathy McFetridge, Patsy Smith, Paula K. 

Smith 
 
Substitutes:  Rashonda Foote (Christine Patterson)  
 
Staff:   Joy Rockenbach and Mary Wells 
 
Next Meeting:  June 10, 2010 
 
Business 

 Barbara Kumpe motioned to approve the March minutes, and the motion was unanimously approved.  Karen Young 
motioned to approve the April minutes with changes, and the motion was unanimously approved.  
 

ADE Child Nutrition Unit Activities 
 Alicia Casteel, Area Specialist, Child Nutrition Unit, ADE, presented on the activities that have occurred the past 

year and half as a result of the Team Nutrition Training grant from USDA.  The activities include whole grain 
workshops for child nutrition professionals, Planet Health workshops for 6th – 8th grade teachers, and regional Fit 
Families healthy role modeling community seminars.  Successes and challenges were identified and will be utilized 
when applying for the grant in the future.     

 Sheila Brown, Healthy Schools Assistant Director, Child Nutrition Unit, ADE, reported on the USDA Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetable Program.  Arkansas has been participating for two years and will begin the third year of participation 
in school year 2010 – 2011.  Funding has increased annually, and funding for the third year is 1.6 million dollars and 
will supply approximately 30,400 students with fresh fruit and vegetable snacks.     

   
Coordinated School Health Report 

 Laura McDowell reported on Coordinated School Health.   
 

Highlights: 
 May 5th school district level coordinators meeting 
 May 6th site visit to Dallas Independent School District Youth and Family Centers 
 May 12th-14th exhibit at annual Arkansas Public Health Association meeting 
 April 28th Tobacco Prevention and Cessation Program funded schools received training on a new electronic reporting 

system.   This new system will assist the schools in work plan implementation and accurately reveal efforts.  
 
Upcoming Events: 

 CSH presentations at Arkansas River Education Services Cooperative on June 7th and Arkansas Mental Health in 
Education Association Conference, June 29th 

 New CSH school informational meeting with Pat Cooper on June 15th, and twenty-four schools have registered.   
 
ACHI has started looking at the previously collected CSH data.  These preliminary results are comparing a cumulative 
indicator from one year to the next.  
 
Favorable preliminary results have been observed suggesting program effectiveness from their baseline (2007/2008) to the 
next year (2008/2009) for funded CSH schools throughout the state.  To date, analysis has been restricted primarily to rates of 
violations: tobacco, weapons, and drugs or alcohol. 



 
• 1 tobacco violation per 147.4 students 2007-08 
• 1 tobacco violation per 188.2 students 2008-09 
• 1 weapons violation per 442.8 students 2007-08 
• 1 weapons violation per 686 students  2008-09 
• 1 drug/alcohol violation per 249.3 students  2007-08 
• 1 drug/alcohol violation per 293.5 students  2008-09 

 
Additionally, math scores for students in grades 3rd – 7th have been examined and improvements in each category of 
proficiency have been observed.  The table below shows the average percent by class of math score proficiency categories for 
the CSH schools during the 2007/2008 and 2008/2009 school year.   
 
Math Score Proficiency Category 2007-2008 School Year 2008-2009 School Year 
Advanced Achievement 34.6% 38.2% 
Proficient 28.7% 31.9% 
At Least Proficient 63.3% 70.1% 
 
Limitations:  These results are preliminary.  A small number of the schools classified as having a baseline of 2007-2008 
were actually piloted the year before.  Most, but not all of the schools participating at baseline were the same schools as those 
that took part in the following year.  Thus, the schools are not scientifically matched for pair-wise, or repeated measure 
contrasts but are planned for future analysis.  Math proficiency has been measured using the class as the unit of analysis.  
Records of violations have been compared at the individual student level. 

 
Agency and Program Updates 

Staff Update 
 Mary Wells reported that due to budget shortfalls, Lifestage Health Branch will not be able to purchase and 

distribute statewide the “How to Help Heavy Kids” book.  
 

Arkansas Department of Health 
 Bob West reports that the needs assessment for the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant is being completed. 

 
Arkansas Department of Education 

 Dee Cox reports that Coordinated School Health Wellness Center Initiative applications are at the Governor’s Office 
for approval.  The partnership with ADH to bring immunizations to schools is continuing.  ADE and ADH have 
established a memorandum of agreement for an ADH employee to work with school-based wellness center sites.  
ADE will partner with Yale University to be a pilot for the program Activity Bursts in the Classroom (ABC).   
 

Hometown Health  
 Anna Haver reports that she is working with the Arkansas Coalition for Obesity Prevention (ARCOP) to facilitate 

the National Initiative for Children’s Healthcare Quality’s Be Our Voice training for various, selected healthcare 
providers around the state. 
 

Act 1220 
 Joy Rockenbach reports that the deadline for BMI data entry by schools was May 1st.  More than 90% of schools 

have entered their BMI data, and this is the trend of years past.   
 

COPH Act 1220 Evaluation 
 Jada Walker reports that the majority of the annual Act 1220 evaluation surveys have been returned.  Analysis of the 

ACSIP/wellness plan coding evaluation is complete, and the report is being written.  The report will be given to 
ADE and ADH.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  


