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Arkansas Department of Health

Procedures for post-exposure Rabies treatment
for previously immunized persons

When a person previously immunized with human rabies vaccines or if immunized with duck embryo
vaccine with a demonstrated protective titer is exposed to rabies, that person should receive 2 IM doses
(1.0 ml) of rabies vaccine: one immediately and one 3 days later. Human Rabies Immune Globulin
(HRIG) should NOT be given in these cases. If the immune status of a previously vaccinated person who
did not receive the recommended regimen is not known, full primary post exposure antirabies treatment
(HRIG plus five doses of vaccine) is necessary.

Human Diploid Cell Vaccine (HDCV), Imovax® Rabies
Sanofi Pasteur
Phone: (800) VACCINE (822-2463)
Website: http://www.vaccineplace.com/products/

Purified Chick Embryo Cell (PCEC) Vaccine, RabAvert®
Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics
Phone: (800) 244-7668
Website: http://www.rabavert.com

Pregnancy: Because of the potential consequences of inadequately treated rabies exposures and
limited data which indicate that fetal abnormalities have not been associated with rabies vaccinations,
pregnancy is not considered a contraindication to postexposure prophylaxis. If there is substantial risk of
exposure to rabies, pre-exposure prophylaxis may also be indicated during pregnancy.

Allergies: Persons with histories of hypersensitivity should be given rabies vaccine with caution. When
a patient with a history suggesting hypersensitivity to HDCV must be given vaccine, antihistamines may
be given, epinephrine should be readily available to counteract anaphylactic reactions, and the person
should be carefully observed.

For further information:
Susan Weinstein, DVM
Arkansas Public Health Veterinarian
Office: (501) 280-4136
Cell: (501) 681-2277
Susan.Weinstein@Arkansas.gov
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