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APPENDIX P-8 
 

MINIMIZATION OF CONTAMINATION 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Applicants for new licenses must describe in the application how facility 
design and procedures for operation will minimize, to the extent 
practicable, contamination of the facility and the environment, facilitate 
eventual decommissioning, and minimize, to the extent practicable, the 
generation of radioactive waste. 
 
All applicants for new licenses must consider the importance of 
designing and operating their facilities to minimize the amount of 
radioactive contamination generated at the site during its operating lifetime and to minimize the 
generation of radioactive waste during decontamination.  This is especially important for 
licensed activities involving unsealed radioactive material.  As described in Item 23, “Emergency 
Procedures”, Spill Procedures, cleanup procedures must be implemented for contamination 
events.  Recommended limits for acceptable levels of surface contamination in restricted and 
unrestricted areas are provided in Appendix K, Tables K.2 and K.3. 
 
Sealed sources and devices that are approved by NRC or an Agreement State and located and 
used according to their SSDR Certificates usually pose little risk of contamination.  Leak tests 
performed as specified in the SSDR Certificate should identify defective sources.  Leaking 
sources must be immediately withdrawn from use and stored, repaired, or disposed of according 
to Department requirements.  These steps minimize the spread of contamination and reduce 
radioactive waste associated with decontamination efforts.   
 

Section 9 Applicability 

RH-8500           Y 
RH-8530           Y 
RH-8550           Y 
RH-8600           Y 
RH-8620           Y 
RH-8630            
RH-8670           Y 


