
APPENDIX P-7 
 

INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND INSPECTION OF THERAPY 
DEVICES CONTAINING SEALED SOURCES 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
In accordance with RH-8632 and RH-8646, licensees must ensure that 
therapy devices containing sealed sources are installed, maintained, 
adjusted, repaired, and inspected by persons specifically licensed to 
conduct these activities.  The above activities must be conducted 
according to the manufacturers’ written recommendations and 
instructions and according to the SSDR.  In addition, RH-8646 requires 
that teletherapy and GSR units be fully inspected and serviced during 
source replacement or at intervals not to exceed 5 years, whichever 
comes first, to ensure that the source exposure mechanism functions properly.  Maintenance is 
necessary to ensure that the device functions as designed and source integrity is not 
compromised. 
 
Maintenance and repair includes installation, replacement, and relocation or removal of the 
sealed source(s) or therapy unit that contains a sealed source(s).  Maintenance and repair also 
includes any adjustment involving any mechanism on the therapy device, treatment console, or 
interlocks that could expose the source(s), reduce the shielding around the source(s), affect the 
source drive controls, or compromise the radiation safety of the unit or the source(s). 
 
The Department requires that maintenance and repair (as defined above) be performed only by 
persons specifically licensed by the Department, the NRC or an Agreement State to perform such 
services.  Most medical use licensee employees do not perform maintenance and repair because 
they do not have the specialized equipment and technical expertise to perform these activities.  
Applicants requesting authorization to possess and use LDR remote afterloaders should review 
RH-8632 before responding to this item.  Paragraph RH-8632 allows for an Authorized Medical 
Physicist to perform certain service activities with regard to LDR remote afterloader units. 
 
The Applicant must include the maintenance and repair activities in written operating procedures 
describing the process the Licensee will use to insure the requirements of the Rules and 
Regulations will be met.  The Applicant must commit in procedures that only properly licensed 
individuals will be employed to install, maintain, adjust, repair, and inspect the specific therapy 
device(s) possessed by the licensee.  However, if the applicant requests that a Licensee employee 
who is trained by the manufacturer be authorized to perform the aforementioned activities, the 
Applicant must provide sufficient information to allow the Department to evaluate and approve 
such authorization (see RH-8632 and RH-8646).  This information must include the following: 
 

• Name of the proposed employee and types of activities requested; 
 
 AND 
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• Description of the training and experience demonstrating that the proposed employee is 
qualified by training and experience for the use requested; 

 
 AND 
 

• Copy of the manufacturer’s training certification and an outline of the training in 
procedures to be followed. 

 
Note:  The applicant must specify only those installation, maintenance, inspection, adjustment, 
and repair functions described in a certificate or letter from the manufacturer of the device that 
documents the employee’s training in the requested function(s). 
 
 


