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The Problem

 Two databases…no linkageg

 Inability to track patients throughout course of carey p g

 Duplicate entries for transfersp

 Reliability and cleanliness of the data is y
compromised



Why use the Trauma Bands? 

 Link pre-hospital care database to hospital database p p p

 Make data more reliable and clean by eliminating y g
duplicate entries

 Track patients throughout course of treatment



Who Gets Banded?

 Any and all patients who are suspected to have y p p
sustained any traumatic injuries
 Examples: Attempted suicides, motor vehicle crashes, near-

drowning burns falls fights dog bites etcdrowning, burns, falls, fights, dog bites, etc.

 Over triage trauma patients in the field 



What is the Trauma Band?

 Trauma band is a wristband applied to patients during 
transport to the hospital 
 Each band will have a unique identifier consisting of an alpha-

numeric 7 character combination (Example: A000001)numeric 7 character combination (Example: A000001)
 Serve as a patient identifier in the EMS registry and trauma registry

 Trauma band will have its own distinct color
 Trauma band will have extenders in the event bands 

must be placed around the ankle
 No pediatric sized bands No pediatric sized bands 

 Trauma number will follow patients throughout entire 
course of care in the trauma system



How do I use the Trauma Band?
For EMS Agenciesg

 Step 1: Determine if the patient sustained any p p y
traumatic injuries (minor or major injuries)

 Step 2: Place the trauma band on the patient
 Step 3: Write the trauma band number on the EMS 

run sheet
 Step 4: Inform ER staff that the patient has been 

banded



How do I use the Trauma Band?
For ER Staff

 Step 1: Check the patient to see if there is a trauma p p
band present, if a band is present skip to step 4

 Step 2: Determine if the patient sustained any 
traumatic injuries (minor or major injuries)

 Step 3: Place the trauma band on the patient
 Step 4: Write the trauma band number on the 

patient’s ER chart





When is the Trauma Band Applied to the Patient?

 Trauma bands will be placed on the patient during 
transport to the hospitaltransport to the hospital
 The number MUST be written on the EMS Run-Sheet once the band 

is on the patient!!!
 Scenarios: Scenarios: 
 Self transport
 Patient is injured in a border town, transported by AR EMS to a AR 

hospitalp
 Patient is injured in a border town, transported by LA EMS to AR 

hospital
 Patient is transferred from AR level 4 hospital to TN level 1 hospital

P ti t i t h it l t t d b AR EMS ith t t Patient arrive to hospital, transported by AR EMS without a trauma 
band

 Patient is dead



Benefits of the Trauma Band

 Serve as a patient identifier when its difficult to obtain general information about 
the patientthe patient

 Makes it easier to identify and track patients who have been involved in a 
trauma

 Serve as an additional identifier in the event a patient is in need of blood 
products

P th d ti f t lit b it f th t t d EMS Prove the reduction of mortality by merits of the trauma system and EMS

 Takes less than 5 seconds to apply the band

 Establish a reliable outcome variable measuring mortality when conducting 
research assessing pre-hospital care



Frequently Asked Questions

 What happens if EMS bring a patient to the ER without a band?
 The ER staff would band the patient and EMS would write the  The ER staff would band the patient and EMS would write the 

number on their records
 How do I determine whether or not a patient should be banded?
 Band anyone who you believe have sustained any traumatic injury, y y y j y,

ranging from the most minor injuries to fatal injuries. Trauma bands 
are inexpensive, so band freely

 Should the banding of a patient take priority over patient care? 
 Patients should be stabilized before the trauma band is placed on the  Patients should be stabilized before the trauma band is placed on the 

patient, it is OK to place band on the patient once in the emergency 
room as long trauma band number is on the EMS run sheet.

 What happens if a patient is accidentally banded twice? 
 In the event a patient is banded more than once, both numbers 

should be noted and identified on the patient’s chart



Frequently Asked Questions

 When is it OK to remove the trauma band?
 When the patient has been discharged from the hospital of definitive care and the When the patient has been discharged from the hospital of definitive care and the 

trauma band number has been recorded on the patient’s chart, it is then ok to remove 
the trauma band.

 Should I band a patient who has been involved in a car crash but has no apparent 
injuries? 
 Yes because although the patient may not have any apparent injuries it has not been Yes, because although the patient may not have any apparent injuries, it has not been 

confirmed by tests.
 If my EMS agency/hospital run out of trauma bands, is it ok to “borrow” bands from 

another EMS agency/hospital?
 Yes, but bands should be re-ordered as soon as supplies start running low to avoid es, but ba ds s ou d be e o de ed as soo as supp es sta t u g o to a o d

“borrowing”
 How do I get more trauma bands if we run out?

 Call 501-683-0707 (main phone line for Injury Prevention and Trauma) to request 
bands.

f  i  i  b d d  d  h   h  ill i ll   i  h   i ? If a patient is banded, does that mean they will automatically go into the trauma registry?
 No, patients must meet the trauma triage criteria in order to be entered into the 

trauma registry. The trauma coordinators at each hospital will determine whether or 
not the patient will be entered into the trauma registry. However, it is still important 
that patients are over-triaged as the trauma band number will serve as an indicator to p g
the trauma coordinators. 



Questions?


