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Marshall IslandsMarshall Islands,
Where are they?

Location : North Pacific OceanLocation : North Pacific Ocean
Half way between Hawaii and Australia

5 l l d5 coral islands
29 major atolls
1,200 atoll-type islets
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The Marshallese
Their Homeland
Approximately 66 square miles of total pp y q f

land mass
Population approximately 62 000Population approximately 62,000  

Worldwide
25 000 on Majuro & 18 000 on Ebeye &25,000 on Majuro & 18,000 on Ebeye & 
17,000 scattered throughout the outer islands

Over 50% of the Marshallese are less thanOver 50% of the Marshallese are less than 
20 years old
L M h llLanguage Marshallese
Democratic Government



Marshallese Who are the ?Marshallese, Who are they?









Why Leave Paradise???Why Leave Paradise???
Physical lack of land

Population explosion

Economy : Poor

Funding from the US and TaiwanFunding from the US and Taiwan 
account for 75 % of the national 
budgetbudget

Unemployment rate is 35.0%

Minimum wage:  $2.00/hour



Why Northwest Arkansas??Why Northwest Arkansas??
COMPACT OF FREE ASSOCIATION

1986 US Congress ratified compact 
of free association with RMIof free association with RMI

Compact permits RMI citizens to 
freely immigrate to US 

Good SchoolsGood Schools
Plenty of work
Easy to get around



Disease Detection in Arkansas
High Incidence of Infectious diseases
TuberculosisTuberculosis
Hansen’s Disease “Leprosy”
S hiliSyphilis
Prenatal Hepatitis B
HIV                                         

High Incidence of Chronic Diseases
Diabetes
Heart Disease  



Tuberculosis

114 TB cases in Arkansas 
50 of these cases were Marshallese

C R t 2005Case Rates 2005
Republic of the Marshall Islands 

(RMI) TB  111 cases/100,000

U.S. TB 4.8 cases/100,000

Arkansas TB 4.1 cases/100,000 



Diabetes in the Islands
Rates of type II diabetes in the 

Marshallese are among the highest in the g g
world  
Estimated 28.0% over 15 years of age have % y f g

diabetes
Estimated 50.0% over 35 years of age have y f g

diabetes
Diabetes accounts for 30% of Deaths

Heart Disease Rates
Marshall Island Heart Disease Rate 526/100 000Marshall Island Heart Disease Rate 526/100,000
United States Heart Disease Rate 188/100,000



Syphilis

38 cases of Syphilis in Northwest 
Arkansas and 21 were Marshallese

P l i thi l ti iPrevalence in this population is 
estimated to be 15 times higher than 
overall syphilis incidence in Arkansasoverall syphilis incidence in Arkansas

Prevalence of Syphilis in RMI is notPrevalence of Syphilis in RMI is not 
known



Congenital SyphilisCongenital Syphilis
 ADH reported 40 casesADH reported 40 cases

 13 Marshallese cases in Northwest 
ArkansasArkansas

54% identified at birth 31% at54% identified at birth, 31% at 
prenatal visit, 8% provider referral, 
and 8% unknownand 8% unknown.

 There were 2 cases of stillbirth



Perinatal Hepatitis B
 13,153 Live births in Northwest  

Arkansas in 2005Arkansas in 2005
 459 babies born to Marshallese 

thmothers

 44 babies born to Marshallese 44 babies born to Marshallese 
mothers positive for hepatitis B virus

 At the time of this investigation, 31 
of the infants had completed p
hepatitis vaccination series



Hansen’s Disease
“Leprosy”Leprosy

WHO - RMI has highest reportedWHO RMI has highest reported 
prevalence of Hansen’s disease in the 
worldworld

17 cases reported to National17 cases reported to National 
Hansen’s Center in Baton Rouge

8 were Marshallese in Washington 
CountyCounty



HIVHIV
Incidence is low in this populationIncidence is low in this population

4 known adult cases and 1 pediatric p

2 cases identified through routine g
screenings and 2 cases identified 
through non-STD illness treatmentg

All cases received anti-retroviral 
therapy and are improving



Barriers to Care
Although Marshallese are able to live and 
work in the United States they are ineligible
for federally funded public assistance

No MedicareNo Medicare

No non-emergency Medicaid (except for  
t  d th  ith TB)pregnant women and those with TB)

No social security benefitsy

No food stamps 

No SCHIP programs nor TANF



The Unanswered Question,
How Many Live in Northwest 

ArkansasArkansas
Springdale - home to the largest number 

of migrants from the Republic of theof migrants from the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands in the continental 
United StatesUnited States. 
Estimated Marshallese Population 

N th t A kNorthwest Arkansas:

2,000 by US Census in 2000

6,000 – 10,000 estimated in 2007






