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Why Rankings?Why Rankings?



Rankings are everywhereRankings are everywhere



• Rankings simplify complex data

ki h k• Rankings serve as a hook

• The media will cover Rankings

• Rankings add context

• They are the ENTRY point not the END pointThey are the ENTRY point, not the END point



Rankings Model and 
Methods
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Health OutcomesHealth Outcomes
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How are measures selected for 
h C H l h R ki ?the County Health Rankings?

• Reflect important aspects of population 
health that can be improved

• Valid, reliable, recognized and used by 
others

• Available at the county-level 
• Available for free or low cost
• As up-to-date as possible
• Fewer measures better than moreFewer measures better than more



Measure Data Source
High School Graduation, 2005‐06 National Center for Education Statistics

Preventable Hospital Stays, 2005‐06
Diabetic Screening, 2003‐06
Hospice Use, 2001‐05 

Dartmouth Institute: Dartmouth Atlas Project, Medicare Claims Data

Access to Healthy Foods, 2006
Liquor Store Density, 2006

Census County and Zip Code Business Patterns

Children in Poverty, 2007 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates

Uninsured Adults, 2005
College Degrees, 2005‐07
Income Inequality, 2005‐07
Single‐Parent Households 2005‐07

Decennial Census and American Community Survey, Current Population Survey

Single Parent Households, 2005 07
Air Pollution – Particulate Matter Days, 2005
Air Pollution – Ozone Days, 2005

CDC Environmental Protection Agency Collaboration

Chlamydia Rate, 2006 National Center for Hepatitis, HIV, STD, and TB Prevention 

YPLL, 2004‐06 
Low Birthweight, 2000‐06

National Center for Health Statistics
g ,

Motor Vehicle Crash Death Rate, 2000‐06
Teen Birth Rate, 2000‐06
Poor or Fair Health, 2002‐08
Poor Physical Health Days, 2002‐08
Poor Mental Health Days, 2002‐08
Adult Smoking 2002‐08

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System

Adult Smoking, 2002‐08
Binge Drinking, 2002‐08
Inadequate Social Support, 2005‐08

Unemployment, 2008 US Bureau of Labor Statistics

Violent Crime, 2005‐07 Uniform Crime Reporting, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Primary Care Provider Rate, 2006 Health Resources & Services Administration

Adult Obesity, 2006‐2008 National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion



www.countyhealthrankings.orgy g g



Health Outcomes MapHealth Outcomes Map



Health Factors MapHealth Factors Map



Rankings ListRankings List



County Snapshot





Moving to Action



• Where we live matters to our health.

• There are great disparities in health based• There are great disparities in health based 
on where we live.

• Many factors contribute to health.  Health is 
more than health care.

• Health is everyone’s business.

• We all need to work together.
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Awareness through MediaAwareness through Media
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Other than increased financial 
resources what other tools orresources, what other tools or 
resources would help your 
community move forward in 

health improvement?health improvement?



What’s Next?What s Next?

• Refining metrics• Refining metrics

• Seeking feedback from stakeholdersg

• Tracking action
• Exploring what works in successful 
communitiescommunities



What’s Next?What s Next?

• Expanding the discourse• Expanding the discourse
Essays:  http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/y p g p

Blog:  
http://www improvingpopulationhealth org/blog/http://www.improvingpopulationhealth.org/blog/

• Planning future action 



Toward Setting goals and 
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For More InformationFor More Information

www countyhealthrankings orgwww.countyhealthrankings.org
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