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What? The County Health Rankings
Building on America’s Health Rankings which 
ranks the health of the 50 states, the University of 

y g

y
Wisconsin began ranking the health of 
Wisconsin’s counties in 2003. 



Why County Health Rankings?Why County Health Rankings?

• Where we live matters to our healthWhere we live matters to our health

• One of the greatest disparities in theOne of the greatest disparities in the 
U.S. is the variation of health between 
communitiescommunities

• There is relatively little attention in theThere is relatively little attention in the 
public or among policy makers to these 
disparitiesdisparities



What is unique about the County 
H l h R ki ?Health Rankings?

• Provides a measure of the overall health ofProvides a measure of the overall health of 
every county in the United States

• Each county in our Nation receives :• Each county in our Nation receives :
– a snapshot of their overall health and the 

factors (i e determinants) that influence theirfactors (i.e., determinants) that influence their 
health
Information to be able to see how its health– Information to be able to see how its health 
compares to that of other counties in their state,
so they can see where they are doing well and y y g
where they could improve



All of the County Health Rankings areAll of the County Health Rankings are 
based upon this model of population 
h l hhealth improvement: 



Institute of Medicine, 2002 





HEALTH OUTCOMES RANKINGSHEALTH OUTCOMES RANKINGS

• Equally Weighted• Equally Weighted. 

• Based upon: p

–MORTALITY  (50%)

•Length of Life
MORBIDITY (50%)–MORBIDITY (50%)

•Quality of Life



HEALTH OUTCOMES RANKINGSHEALTH OUTCOMES RANKINGS  



HEALTH FACTORS RANKINGSHEALTH FACTORS RANKINGS 

• NOT Equally Weighted• NOT Equally Weighted. 

• Based upon: p

–HEALTH BEHAVIORS ( 30%)
–CLINICAL CARE (20%)
SOCIAL & ECONOMIC (40%)–SOCIAL & ECONOMIC (40%)

–PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT (10%) 



HEALTH FACTORSHEALTH FACTORS 



Health Outcomes & Health Factors 

RANK HEALTH RANK HEALTH

Rankings Summary 
RANK HEALTH 

OUTCOMES
RANK HEALTH 

FACTORS 

1 Benton 1 Benton

2 Washington 2 Washington

3 Pope 3 Faulkner

4 Faulkner 4 Saline

5 Newton 5 Sebastian

6 Franklin 6 Craighead

7 Saline 7 Cleburne7 Saline 7 Cleburne

8 Baxter 8 Pope

9 Marion 9 Boone

10 Madison 10 White



Health Outcomes & Health Factors 

RANK HEALTH RANK HEALTH

Rankings Summary 
RANK HEALTH 

OUTCOMES
RANK HEALTH 

FACTORS 

65  Desha  65  Woodruff 

66  Chicot  66  Jackson 

67  Arkansas  67  Ashley 

68  Dallas  68  Desha 

69  St. Francis  69  Lee 

70  Crittenden  70  Chicot 

71 Monroe 71 Mississippi71  Monroe  71  Mississippi 

72  Mississippi  72  Poinsett 

73  Poinsett  73  Crittenden 

74  Woodruff  74  St. Francis 

75  Phillips  75  Phillips 



Health Outcomes Ranking Factors 

Rank Mortality Morbidity 

Health Outcomes Ranking Factors

y y
1 Benton Benton 
2 Washington Washington 
3 Cl l d B t3 Cleveland Baxter 
4 Faulkner Pope 
5 Pope Madison p
6 Newton Franklin 
7 Grant Marion 
8 S li N t8 Saline Newton 
9 Polk Crawford 
10 Cleburne Boone 



Health Outcomes Ranking Factors 

Rank Mortality Morbidity 

Health Outcomes Ranking Factors

y y
65  St. Francis  Nevada 

66  Arkansas  Lafayette 

67 Mi i i i C i d67  Mississippi  Crittenden 

68  Union  Phillips 

69  Sevier  Chicot 

70  Crittenden  Hempstead 

71  Dallas  St. Francis 

72 P i tt Sh72  Poinsett  Sharp 

73  Monroe  Cleveland 

74  Phillips  Jackson 

75  Woodruff  Mississippi 



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 

HEALTH MEASURE DATA YEARS of

Data Sources, and Years of Data 
HEALTH 
OUTCOMES

MEASURE DATA 
SOURCE

YEARS of
DATA

MORTALITY Premature death  National Center for  2004‐2006 MORTALITY
(50%) (Years of Potential 

Life Lost) 
Health Statistics 

MORBIDITY Self‐reported  Behavioral Risk  2002‐2008MORBIDITY 
(50%)

p
health status 

Poor physical 
health days

Factor Surveillance 
System 
BRFSS 2002‐2008

health days 
Poor mental 

health days 
BRFSS 2002‐2008

Low Birthweight  National Center for 
Health Statistics  2000‐2006 



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 
Data Sources, and Years of Data 

HEALTH
FACTORS 

WEIGHTING

HEALTH BEHAVIORS 30%

CLINICAL CARE 20%

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 40%SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 40%

PHYSICAL 10%
ENVIRONMENT



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 
Data Sources, and Years of Data 

HEALTH
BEHAVIORS

MEASURE DATA 
SOURCE

YEARS of
DATA

TOBACCO ADULT SMOKING BRFSS 2002‐2008

DIET AND EXERCISE ADULT OBESITY National Center for 
Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health 
Promotion 

2006‐2008

ALCOHOL USE BINGE DRINKING
MOTOR VEHICLE 
DEATH RATE 

BRFSS
National Center for 
Health Statistics 

2002‐2008
2000‐2006

HIGH RISK SEXUAL 
BEHAVIOR

TEEN BIRTHS
CHLAMYDIA RATE

National Center for 
Health Statistics 

2000‐2006
2006



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 
Data Sources, and Years of Data 

CLINICAL
CARE

MEASURE DATA 
SOURCE

YEARS of
DATA

ACCESS To CARE UNINSURED ADULTS

PRIMARY CARE

Small Area Health 
Insurance Estimates, US 
Census
Health Resources &

2005

2006PRIMARY CARE 
PROVIDERS 

Health Resources & 
Services Administration 

2006

QUALITY Of CARE PREVENTABLE HOSPITAL
STAYS
DIABETIC SCREENINGS

Medicare/Dartmouth
Institute 
Medicare/Dartmouth

2005‐2006

2003‐2006DIABETIC SCREENINGS
HOSPICE USE 

Medicare/Dartmouth
Institute 
Medicare/Dartmouth
Institute 

2003 2006

2001‐2005



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 
Data Sources, and Years of Data
SOCIO‐
ECONOMIC

MEASURE DATA 
SOURCE

YEARS of
DATA

Data Sources, and Years of Data 

FACTORS 
SOURCE DATA

EDUCATION High School Graduation

C ll G d

National Center for 
Education Statistics 
USCENSUS/A i

2005‐2006

2006College Graduates USCENSUS/American 
Community Survey 

2006

EMPLOYMENT Unemployment Rate  Bureau of Labor Statistics  2008

INCOME Children in Poverty Small Area Income and 2007INCOME Children  in Poverty 

Income Inequality

Small Area Income and 
Poverty Estimates, USCensus

USCensus/American 
Community Survey

2007

2000/2005‐2007

FAMILY AND 
SOCIAL SUPPORT

Social/Emotional support

Single‐Parent Households

Behavioral Risk Factor SS

USCensus/American 
Community Survey

2005‐2008

2000/2005‐2007

COMMUNITY 
SAFETY 

Violent Crime Uniform Crime Reporting, 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation

2005‐2007



2010 County Health Rankings: Measures, 
Data Sources, and Years of Data 

PHYSICAL 
ENVIRON‐
MENT

MEASURE DATA 
SOURCE

YEARS of
DATA

MENT 
AIR QUALITY Unhealthy Air due 

to OZONE
USEPA/CDC 2005

Unhealthy Air due 
to PARTICULATE 
MATTER

USEPA/CDC 2005

BUILT ACCESS TO Census Zip Code 2006BUILT
ENVIRONMENT

ACCESS TO 
HEALTHY FOODS
LIQUOR STORES 

Census Zip Code 
Business Patterns
Census County 
Business Patterns 

2006

2006



Health Factors Rankings

Rank Health 
Behaviors 

Clinical Care Social & 
Economic 

Physical 
Environment 

g

Factors 
1 Montgomery Pulaski Washington Marion 
2 Benton Jefferson Benton Chicot2 Benton Jefferson Benton Chicot 
3 Washington Union Faulkner Polk 
4 White Sebastian Saline Van Buren 
5 Cl b F lk L k B dl5 Cleburne Faulkner Lonoke Bradley 
6 Faulkner Garland Craighead Lafayette 
7 Izard Craighead Pope Benton 
8 Saline Benton Franklin Pope 
9 Sebastian Saline Grant Cleburne 
10 Pulaski Miller Madison Howard10 Pulaski Miller Madison Howard 



Health Factors Rankings

Rank Health 
Behaviors 

Clinical Care Social & 
Economic 

Physical 
Environment 

g

Factors 
65  Lawrence  Desha  Jackson  Calhoun 

66 Mississippi Searcy Lincoln Dallas66  Mississippi  Searcy  Lincoln  Dallas 

67  Miller  Lafayette  Woodruff  Desha 

68  Hempstead  Pike  Mississippi  Greene 

ff d ff k69  Jefferson  Hempstead  Jefferson  Jackson 

70  Phillips  Woodruff  Desha  St. Francis 

71  Cross  Scott  Crittenden  Poinsett 

72  Crittenden  Jackson  Chicot  Mississippi 

73  Chicot  Stone  St. Francis  Conway 

74 Ashley Sevier Phillips Crittenden74  Ashley  Sevier  Phillips  Crittenden 

75  Poinsett  Yell  Lee  Pulaski 



Mobilizing Action TowardMobilizing Action Toward 
Community 
Health

through
County Health Rankings

Setting goals and 
objectives for 
overall health

Keeping track 
of progress

MATCH model © 2010 UWPHI





Questions? 
Add your contact information hereAdd your contact information here

Emily.Harris@Arkansas.gov
CountyHealthRankings.org


