
Northwest region celebrates  
100 Years of Public Health in Arkansas 

 
February through November 2013 



100 Years of Public Health History 

The Arkansas Department of Health traces its history back 100 years to February 25, 1913, when the 
first permanent state Board of Health was established. Over the last 100 years, public health 
advancements-- including controlling contagious diseases, immunizing children and adults, 
preventing infant deaths, providing good prenatal care to expectant moms, assuring safer food and 
drinking water--have added 25 years to the life expectancy in the United States. 

 
Dr. Paul Halverson, director and state health officer, said, “When you look back at the health of 

Arkansans prior to 1913, you see diseases and living conditions that held average life expectancies 
to under 50 years. Unsafe drinking water and outdoor privies wreaked havoc on the health of our       
citizens. We had no statewide system in place to register a citizen’s birth or death.”   

 
“But look at where we are now. Even though Arkansas ranks near the bottom of many health rankings, 

we have made progress in many areas. In my nearly eight years as health director, we’ve seen the 
passage of the Clean Indoor Air Act, the creation of a statewide trauma system, the construction of 
a state-of-the-art public health laboratory, and the expansion of mass flu clinics and school flu 
clinics throughout the state.  We will continue to strengthen our efforts to improve oral health and 
reduce obesity, tobacco use, chronic diseases, teen pregnancies and infant deaths.  Public health 
professionals and our partners across our state are working hard every day to keep our       
hometowns healthy,” states Halverson. 

 
 



                          

On May 19th from 11:30 to 3:00 at the 
local health unit, the community 

celebrated 100 Years of Public Health in 
Arkansas.  
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Benton County 

On May 4th 2013, the Benton County Local Health Unit hosted an 
open house to celebrate 100 years of Public Health in Arkansas. 

Community members, stakeholders, and agency staff had the 
opportunity to view historical information and artifacts related to 

public health in Benton County.  
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The Conway County Health Unit hosted an Open House on July 
12th to the celebrate 100 Years of Public Health in Arkansas. 

Community Members, County Officials, and ADH staff had the 
opportunity to learn about many of the public health 

advancements that have been achieved over the past 100 years, 
such as increasing the life expectancy of Arkansans by 25 years.  
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The Crawford County Health Unit hosted an Open House on May 
10th to the celebrate 100 Years of Public Health in Arkansas. 

Community Members, County Officials, and ADH staff had the 
opportunity to learn about many of the public health 

advancements that have been achieved over the past 100 years, 
such as increasing the life expectancy of Arkansans by 25 years.  

  

Crawford County 



                          

On February 25th, the Franklin County Health Unit hosted an open 
house to celebrate 100 years of public health in Arkansas. Community 

members, stakeholders, and County Officials were invited and 
received outreach materials regarding tobacco cessation, and health 

unit services. Historical information and artifacts from the original 
Franklin County Health Unit were on display. 
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The Johnson County Health Unit hosted a 100 Year Celebration in 
which County officials, community partners, and staff attended.  
Johnson County Judge, Mike Jacobs, presented the staff with the 

Johnson County Proclamation and thanked them for providing 
excellent services to the citizens of Johnson County. 
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County Judge, Gus Young, signed a 100 year proclamation to 
recognize Public Health in Arkansas for 100 years.  The 

Logan Health Unit at Paris and Booneville celebrated by 
each hosting a reception on February 25th. 
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Madison County celebrated 100 years of public health and 
their coalition’s 13th birthday. Dr. Bates was the guest 

speaker and gave a presentation on the history of public 
health. There were over 80 people in attendance.  
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The Newton County Health Unit hosted an Open House on June 
21st to the celebrate 100 Years of Public Health in Arkansas. 

Community Members, County Officials, and ADH staff had the 
opportunity to learn about many of the public health 

advancements that have been achieved over the past 100 years, 
such as increasing the life expectancy of Arkansans by 25 years. 
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The Pope County Health Unit and In-Home Services unit hosted a 100 Year 
Open House for community members, local and state officials, and agency staff.  

It was an eventful day which included the 100 year Proclamation declaration 
and signing by the Honorable Mayor Eaton, a Ribbon Cutting by the Russellville 
Chamber of Commerce, and several interactive booths to help raise awareness 

of the services provided by the Pope County Health Unit.  
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The Scott County Health unit hosted an open house to celebrate 
100 years of Public Health in Arkansas. County Judge James 

Forbes, Mayor Don Owens, State Representative Terry Rice, and 
County Health Officer Nathan Bennett were all present for 100 

Year Celebration and signing of the Proclamation. 
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The Searcy County Health Unit hosted an Open House on 
February 25th to celebrate 100 years of Public Health in 

Arkansas.  Community stakeholders, members, and agency 
staff attended and were provided with information 
regarding Public Health achievements in Arkansas.  

  

Searcy County 



Searcy County 



Searcy County 



Searcy County 



                          

Sebastian County 

March 11-15th Sebastian County Health Unit hosted a “Break and Be safe” 
week filled with various  spring break safety and injury prevention 

presentations on each day in celebration of 100 years of public health.  Topics 
included: “The Sexperts”  Disease Intervention, ATV/Bicycle Safety, Rabies 

Prevention, Venomous creatures, Co-sleeping with your infant/child, Car Seat 
Safety, and Shaken Baby Syndrome. 
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Fairfield Bay News and Van Buren County Democrat, Van Buren Counties two local papers, 
highlighted 100 years of public health in Arkansas. The press releases raised awareness 

about public health achievements such as adding 25 years to the life expectancy of Arkansas 
through efforts such as controlling chronic disease, immunizing children and adults, 

preventing infant death, providing good prenatal care to expectant mothers, and assuring 
safer food and drinking water. The Van Buren County Health Unit welcomed the community 

to celebrate 100 years of Public with an open house and the grand opening of the 
Breastfeeding Resource Center. Guest speaker, Dr. Gary Wheeler, and the Honorable Judge 
Roger Hooper presented to local community members, stakeholders, and agency staff how 

public health has shaped the life of Arkansans.  
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