
The Hometown Health Im-
provement Mini Confer-
ences’ took some very im-
portant information to each 
Central Region county.  
Faulkner, Garland, Grant, 
Lonoke, Perry, Pulaski and 
Saline County Communi-
ties each attended their 
own local mini conference. 

The Mini Conferences’ 
presented on many of the 
community projects ac-
complished by HHI coali-
tions in each county.  

 The big surprise, however, 
was the Tobacco Trends 

presentation.  Community 
members remarked how 
shocked they were to see to 
what extent the tobacco 
industry goes in marketing 
products to look like other 
products that are safe.  For 
instance,  Virginia Slims 
has a “purse pack” that 
looks very much like a lip-
stick or perfume box.  This 
slim box holds 20 ciga-
rettes.  Attendees also 
learned about new smoke-
less tobacco products 
called Strips, Sticks and 
Orbs.  These products are 
cleverly packaged to 

mimic, in size and sound, tic
-tac mints, cinnamon tooth 
picks or small round cans of 
mints.  It is as if the tobacco 
industry is telling our kids– 
it is okay to deceive your 
parents, teacher or principal.  
HHI is working to educate 
our communities about this 

problem. 

Tobacco Facts 

Tobacco industry spends 
12 Billion each year for 
marketing 

Nicotine is one of the 
hardest addictions to 
break– comparable to 
Heroin and Cocaine 

4900 people in AR die 
each year due to smok-
ing 

Perry Youth 2 

Midtown 2 

Saline Medicine 3 

Social Host Café  3 

SWLR Tee’s 4 
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Hometown Health Advocates 
Team or HHATS, in partnership 
with Perry County Schools, each 
year awards 7th-12th grade stu-
dents Youth Leadership Awards at 
their annual town hall meeting.  
HHATS members, along with 
school administrators and counsel-
ors pick out youth who are making 
positive choices in their lives and 
that are community minded lead-
ers.  Two students from each 7th to 

12th grade are chosen from both 
Perryville and Bigelow schools.  

Each of the youth are then invited 
to a Youth Summit sponsored by 
the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health and the 
Perry County Home-
town Health Advocate 
Team.  At the Youth 
Summit the students 
are taught Leadership 
Skills, Tobacco Pre-

vention and the Prevention of Un-
derage Drinking.  This year over 
125 people attended the town hall 
meeting and 24 youth attended the 
youth summit. 

Perry County Youth Leadership Awards 

prevention information and a put-
ting station for those who wanted 
to play golf.  Outside children 
played on a fire truck, played 
games and ate fresh fruits and 
vegetables, baked chips and turkey 
dogs.  By-words at the celebration 
were eat healthy and stay active. 

Inside students and parents got to 
Zumba and then were lead through 
both beautiful and clever parachute 
exercises.  The evening concluded 
with cheers lead by Western Hills 
cheer leaders and principal Scott 
Morgan. 

See pictures below: 

Midtown Health Alliance and the 
Western Hills Elementary School 
Parent Teacher Association enter-
tained students and their families 
with educational activities and a 
healthy dinner at a Cinco de Mayo 
celebration.   

On hand were plenty of tobacco 

Midtown Celebrates Cinco de Mayo at Western Hills 
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Law enforcement agencies in Sa-
line County took in 734.1 pounds 
of prescription medicine during 
Operation Medicine Cabinet III 
held on April 30th.   

The event was part of the 2nd Na-
tional Drug take Back day that was 
being held nationwide.   

Saline County can be particularly 
proud since the national drug take 

back day originated in Saline 
County three years ago as Opera-
tion Medicine Cabinet.  The pro-
ject originated with Saline County 
Hometown Health Coalition mem-
bers and their partners and their 
concern with the rising incidence 
of youth that were putting them-
selves in danger by using other 
peoples prescription drugs.      

als and organizations to play a role 
in making Saline 
County a better 
place for families. 

This year blue rib-
bons were tied on 
the trees at the Sa-
line County Court-

house to remind people of the im-

April was National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month and the 
Blue Ribbon is the remem-
brance colored ribbon for 
the awareness to Child 
Abuse & Neglect Preven-
tion.  Each April and 
throughout the year, Saline 
County Hometown Health 
Coalition encourages all individu-

portance of child abuse prevention 
awareness.  

The Saline County Hometown 
Health Coalition’s Reducing Risky 
Behavior Subcommittee, took time 
this April to award 6 deserving 
citizens the 2011 Blue Ribbon 
Award for their activity in child 
abuse prevention education.  

Saline County Take Back Drugs Day 

Blue Ribbon Mystery Stirs in Saline County 

tion time and the possibility of par-
ties that include alcohol beverages.   
Saline County HHI de-
cided to educate their 
local community regard-
ing the law and also to 
advocate for a safe 
graduation season for 

everyone.  In addition, this was the 
kickoff for a yard sign campaign.  

The signs will contain in-
formation and graphics that 
let people know there is a 
law against serving minors 
alcohol and that Underage 
Drinking is Deadly! 

The Saline County Hometown 
Health Coalition sponsored a So-
cial Host Café event to explain the 
law and consequences of giving 
alcohol to minors, even in your 
own home. 

This project evolved out of con-
cern with the nearness of gradua-

Social Host Café is Non-Alcohol Event 
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SWLR HHI has partnered with 
Baseline Elementary School in a 
Safe Routes to School Grant.  Most 
recently Baseline had a poster con-
test with the theme being safety 
tips when walking to school.  The 
winning picture and phrase is We 
are on the Safe Side!  T-shirts with 
the picture were printed and given 
to the students.  

SWLR Poster Contest Turns Into Tees 
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ARKANSAS 

 OFFICE OF COORDINATED SCHOOL HEATLH 

2011 School Health Conference 

June 28, 29, 30 

Hot Springs Convention Center 

More information at: 

http://www.arkansaschs.org/ 

The winner of the poster contest displays her 
art work printed on the school tee-shirts. 
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