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The Vital Role of Cancer Registrars
in the Fight against Cancer
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Cancer patients surviving longer

Cancer Registries

m Statistics
= Treatment strategies
u Public health initiatives
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The ultimate goal of
collecting cancer
information is to prevent
and control cancer and
improve patient care

Result

Assist physicians in
assessing the efficacy of
diagnostic and
therapeutic methods

Result

Aide in the decision
making about unmet
needs, physician
recruitment, space needs,
resource allocation, and
health planning
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Result

Respond to local needs
through an assessment of
referral patterns, cancer
trends, and development
opportunities

Cancer Registries
collect a wide range of
cancer-related
information; including —
= Demographics

Cancer-related Information

= Medical history = Cancer

= Diagnosis and recurrence
prognosis = Survival rates
indicators u Health care

m Treatment insurance
patterns coverage

Patient eligibility
for clinical trials
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Different Kinds of
Cancer Registries

Health care providers record patient
is

information and diagnosi @

Hospital-based cancer registrar
abstracts patient information into
uniform data sets and checks for an

existing record for each patient @

Patient data are
state level, and then sent to national
registries (SEER or NPCR)
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National Cancer Data Base
http://www.facs.org/cancer/ncdb/index.html

Surveillance Epidemiology and
End Results Program (SEER)

http://seer.cancer.gov/
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National Center for Health
Statistics (NCHS)

Nation)al Vital Statistics System

(NVSS

Cancer mortality comes
from State Health Depts.
to the CDC’s NCHS
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National Program _
of Cancer Registries
http://www.cde.gov/cancer/NPCR/
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NPCR is expanding efforts to
improve and use cancer data by:

iding i i to regi: to help ensure
data completeness, timeliness, and quality

inating and i ings of registry
for information sharing, problem solving, and training

<Helping states and national organizations use cancer data to
describe state and national disease burdens, evaluate cancer
control activities, and identify populations at risk for certain
cancers

-Collaborating with federal, state, and private organizations to
design and conduct research using data collected through
state registries =
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CDC: National Standards

= CDC has
established

standards to
ensure the
completeness,
timeliness,
and quality of
Cancer
Registry data

NPCR provides national
leadership to Cancer Registries

2004 NAACCR Certification (2001 data)

L] wecRseen

Gold and Silver Level Certification Status.
of NAACCR U.S. Cancer Registries for 2006 Data
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Today, NPCR
U n 'tEd f:;isstfiiz work
States | collaboratively to

collect and report
Cancer | cancer statistics
Riaks on the entire U.S.
StatlStICS population.

2001 INCIDENCE
AND MORTALITY
SRR http://www.cdc.gov/

Y LT @ | cancerinpcriuscs/
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How Registries Collect
Cancer Data
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The techniques
used by Cancer
Registrars allows
for uniform data
collection

NAACCR

Standard setting
organizations
provide guidance
and direction to the
Cancer Registrar
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Abstracting

Abstracting is converting
a patient’s written
medical record to
uniform data

Cancer
Registries have
embraced
technology
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The Flow of
Cancer
Information:
A Case Study

Diagnosis to treatment

= Jane Smith learns
from her internist
that she likely
has breast cancer
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Diagnosis to treatment

u Further tests
are completed
at the hospital

Diagnosis to treatment

= Jane’s doctor
proposes a
course of
treatment

Diagnosis to treatment

u Follow-up tests
show Jane to be
cancer free
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Diagnosis to treatment

= Jane’s data are
added to other SEER
and Michigan central
Cancer Registry
data, and the
National Cancer
Data Base, where it
will go through more
quality processes
and refinement

Diagnosis to treatment

= The Cancer
Registrar will ﬁ
regularly follow- L)
up 4

Cancer Information is Used
to Improve Prevention,
Research, and Care
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Cancer information is used in
thousands of ways, including —

Evaluate patient
outcome, quality of life,
and satisfaction issues

and implement
procedures for
improvement

Evaluate

efficacy of
treatment
modalities

United

States

Cancer _
Statistics | Frovide
2001 INCIDENCE burden

FRRCTEL ;nformation

4 B8 I @ surveillance
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Report cancer
incidence as
required by
state and
federal laws

PHYSICIAN REQUIREMENTS
FOR GANGER REFORTING IN

CALIFORNIA

gnoss, Us, 1974-1995
- o e (5 ~
e a Az

% GCalculate survival
= rates by various
data’items, such
ex, race, and

Provide information
for cancer
prevention
activities
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Analyze referral
patterns

Allocate resources
at local, state, and
national levels

Develop educational programs for
health care providers, patients,
and the general public
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Kentucky

=

Thousands of lives were
saved in Kentucky
through early detection
of breast cancer

Minnesota

= g

In Minnesota, a rare type
cancer caused by
asbestos exposure was
identified, leading the
state to look for
increased state funding
for occupational-related
disease
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New York

Cancer registry data are
\ & 7" now used to educate
S Egﬁ { ' New Yorkers about
\ &N cancer risk factors

um Arkansas Clean
Indoor Air Act

u July 21, 2006

= Protect workers and
citizens from
second-hand smoke

Cancer Registrars Ensure
Accuracy and Privacy
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Inaccurate data are
useless, expensive,
and often harmful

Health care providers record patient

information and diagnosis @

Hospital-based cancer registrar
abstracts patient information into

uniform data sets and checks for an
existing record for each patient @

National data Patient data is aggregated on a
and local data

Privacy concerns are
paramount to Cancer
Registrars
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Cancer Registrars:

A challenging career
requires quality education,
and certification
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High quality
data results
from trained
specialists:
Cancer
Registrars

CANCER REGISTRY
NT
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Cancer Registrars not only
record data, they find and
interpret it =
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The Cancer Registrar must
have comprehensive
knowledge about cancer
diagnoses, treatment, and
information management

Education for Health
Information Management
Professionals and Cancer
Registrars are similar

The Cancer Registrar is
a key member of health
care team

)




Slide 67

Slide 68

Slide 69

The Role of Hospital-based
Registrars Goes Beyond Data
Collection

Cancer Program Management
Cancer Committee Member
Monitor quality of Cancer Program Management
Provide s for quality paris:
Data Analysis for Studies
Compiling Cancer Program Annual Report
Assess referral patterns
Partici in cancer p
i ion to cancer
physicians, administration

Registrars in Central Cancer
Registries are Key Players in
Ensuring Quality Health Care

Edit the data from all facilities
Query the database for data quality reports
Merge duplicate records
Audit ilities to insure timely,
complete data
Work with researchers
to data is for cancer prog
Present data to the local community, schools, and others
Provide education and training for registrars

How Does One Become a
Cancer Registrar?
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CTRs have
pursued
higher
education

PhD or '
Masters' High
School

Certification of
Cancer Registrars
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Certification
ensures quality
results xe 6

Additional benefits: certification

m Establishing a standard of
knowledge and experience

m Measuring the requisite
knowledge of CTR® applicants

= Promoting professional growth
and individual study

= Formally recognizing Cancer
Registrars who meet certification
requirements

NCRA'’s Certification
Examination

1983 National Tumor Registrars
Association, (now NCRA)
established the first certification
examination for tumor registry
professionals

2003 NCRA established the Council
on Certification

m Council on Certification Web site:
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NCRA: Resources for
Registrars

NCRA represents
Cancer Registry
professionals and CTRs

ChRE

ane

Registrars
Adsociution

NCRA Mission Statement

= To promote education,
credentialing, and
advocacy for Cancer
Registry professionals

National
Cancer
Registrars

Association
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Multiple educational
and networking opportunities 4
Annual national conference to build knowledge and
expertise

. ion of i and ethics
Management of the CTR process and NCRA’s Council on
Certification

ication of a p ic journal and a
quarterly newsletter

= A Web site offering a wide range
of publications and information
about educational opportunities
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Cancer Registry is a
Dynamic Profession
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Cancer Registry
is a dynamic
profession

= Registrars are
dedicated, entk
and self motivated
professionals

m Registrars work closely
with physicians and
administrators
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A
Cancer Registry y! E,
is a dynamic | - ' |

profession i

= Registry data makes
a difference in
patient care and
cancer research

= Registrars perform a
wide variety of interesting
tasks, including data analysis

S
&

Cancer Registry
is a dynamic
profession

= The profession
offers regular work

day hours with holidays ;
and vacations =45

= There is minimal —
supervision required for
self motivated registrars‘

Cancer Registry careers
are rewarding

Administrators & Directors

$61,600

$33,600
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Question #5

In your CURRENT Registry position, what is your

Annual salary range?

Outcome%
10,000-14,999  2.27%
15 000-19 999 2 27%

60,000-64,999

65,000-69,999
70,000-74,999
75,000-79,999

20,000-24,999

35,000-39,999  9.09%
40,000-44,999 13.64%
45,000-49,999  4.55%
50,000-54,999  2.27% 100,000 and up
55,000-59,999  4.55% Not answered
Source: ArCRA Total

85,000-89,999
90,000-94,999

#

1

1

9

6

8 80,000-84,999
4

6

2 95,000-99,999
1

2

Outcome%
2.27%
0.00%
0.00%
2.27%
0.00%
2.27%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
2.27%

100%

#

—o oo —~0 =20 —

44

Cancer Registrars Have Many
Career Opportunities

m Software Vendors
= Government Agencies

= Pharmaceutical Companies

m Outsourcing or Contract
services
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