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BRFSS Questionnaire

oCore Questions - Asked by all states*

oOptional Modules - Standardized topic 
questions states can choose to include*

oState Added Questions - State specific 
questions used to address state and local 
issues

*The core questions and optional modules are available on CDC’s BRFSS web site 

(www.cdc.gov/brfss) organized by year, category and state.

http://www.cdc.gov/brfss


Purpose of Website

This new tool can help us to:

oarchive state-added questions that are included on 
state BRFSS surveys

osearch for newly created questions or questions 
selected from CDC optional modules or other health 
surveys 

ostandardize state added questions for the purpose 
of comparison 

ogather ideas for survey instrument development 

olocate available questions for secondary analyses



History
August 2006 - CDC BRFSS sent an email request to 
states/territories asking for a volunteer to host a BRFSS state 
added question archive on their state website.

August 2006  - Arkansas volunteered to host the site on our state 
website portal.

October/December 2008 - Arkansas sent CDC the website 
proposal information for approval.

April 2009 - CDC awarded funds to Arkansas BRFSS for 
completion of a website for state added questions.

March 2010 – Arkansas sent BRFSS coordinators a request for 
state added question data 

November 2010 - Arkansas announced the availability of the 
BRFSS State-Added Questions Database website that included 
23 participating states/territories.



www.ark.org/brfss_questions/default.aspx

Bookmark it!

This is the main 

page of the 

website: 

Questions are 

searchable by 

category, state, 

year, and by 

word.



Select the “Question 

Category” that interests you 

and press the “Search” 

button.

For example: To find questions 

related to Diabetes, Arthritis, or 

Cancer, select the “Diagnosed 

Conditions” question category option 

and then press the “Search” button.



Select the “State” that 

interests you and press the 

“Search” button.

For example: To find any and all 

questions that Arkansas included on 

its’ survey, select “Arkansas” on the 

“State” dropdown selection menu 

and then press the “Search” button.



Select the year or year (s)  

that  interest you and press 

the “Search” button.

For example: Select years 2010 and 

2011 and press “Search” to find 

questions during those particular 

years. 



Enter the “Question Text” 

words  that  interest you and 

press the “Search” button.

For example: Enter the word 

“Diabetes” and  press the “Search” 

button to find a list of questions that 

include the word “Diabetes” as a 

question or a response choice word.



Question results can be 

grouped by Question 

Category, State, or Year.

The view option can be used 

to review information about 

single questions.



This is the information you 

will see once the “View” 

option has been selected on 

the question result screen. 

For particular details about 

any question, the user has 

the option to contact the 

state coordinator.



Future Plans

 Via electronic email, request state added question 
data from states/territories

Send pre-formatted excel spreadsheet to 
states/territories for input of their question data

Import state-added question data into website 
database by mid-March of every year

 Request more state/territory participation
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