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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Katie Wirges, R.S., Environmental Health-Body Art Program
FROM:
Elizabeth Harris, J.D., MPH, ADH Legal 
SUBJECT:
Microblading 
DATE:

August 5, 2016
Question Presented:

Does microblading fall under the definition of permanent cosmetics such that you have to have a license to practice it?
Discussion:


Body art means procedures that include: tattooing, body piercing, branding, permanent cosmetics, or scarification.  Ark. Code Ann. § 20-27-1501(4).  According to that statute, Body art establishments which and artists who perform body art shall be licensed by the Department of Health.  Ark. Code Ann. § 20-27-1503(a)(1).  Therefore, if microblading falls under one of the procedures defined as “body art,” any person wishing to perform microblading procedures must be licensed by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and must be working in a licensed establishment.  

“Permanent cosmetics” is defined as the “application of permanent or semipermanent pigmentation by the penetration of the skin with a needle or instrument to: (A) the face for cosmetic purposes; or (B) any part of the body for scar coverage or other corrective purpose.”  Ark. Code Ann. § 20-27-1501(11).  

According to USAMicroblading, a company that specializes in the art, microblading is a “permanent makeup procedure,” in which pigments are manually deposited into the top layer of the skin.  See “What is Eyebrow Microblading?,” www.usamicroblading.com/microblading-technique/, retrieved on August 15, 2016.   Again, in Allure Magazine, the process of microblading is described as follows:

The main difference [between microblading and eyebrow tattooing] is that instead of using a machine to fill brows, [microbladers] rely on a manual pen-like tool that has 11 tiny needles at the tip.

It goes on to say that the device is dipped into “cosmetic-grade eyebrow dye.”  See You Need to See What These Brows Look Like Before and After Microblading, Allure, April 13, 2016, www.allure.com/story/eyebrow-microblading, retrieved on August 15, 2016.  


The Society for Permanent Cosmetic Professionals (SPCP) has put out a fact sheet on microblading.  According to the SPCP, microblading is a tattooing process in which a grouping or configuration of needles attached to a handle is used to manually create lines that resemble eyebrow hairs.  The SPCP has taken the position that microblading requires the same number of hours as permanent cosmetics.  See SPCP Fact Sheet: Microblading, www.spcp.org/3213-2/, retrieved on August 15, 2016.  


Based upon the definition of microblading and the technique described above, microblading does fit into the definition of permanent cosmetics as set forth in Ark. Code Ann. § 20-27-1501.  As described by multiple practitioners in the articles cited above, it is the application of dye with a needle to the skin.  Any person wishing to practice microblading in Arkansas must first obtain a license in permanent cosmetics and, then must work in a licensed establishment.  
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