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Did You Know
 
There has been some confusion about BreastCare services and Medicaid for
Breast and Cervical Cancer treatment. Please allow us to clarify the two.
BreastCare and Medicaid for Breast
and Cervical Cancer treatment are not
the same program. BreastCare is not
going away because of healthcare
reform. We will still be here to offer
breast and cervical cancer screening
and diagnostic services for those who
qualify. For more BreastCare
information, visit us
at ARBreastCare.com. 
 
On the other hand, IF you are
currently receiving treatment for breast
or cervical cancer, please be aware that coverage by Medicaid for Breast and Cervical
Cancer treatment ended on December 31, 2013. Although this program has ended,
you may be eligible for health coverage in the Health Care Independence Program or
through other health insurance coverage. 
 
The Health Care Independence Program (also known as the Private Option) is
offered for adults ages 19-64 with a certain household income. If eligible, Medicaid
will now pay the cost of your health insurance. Small fees may apply for some
services depending on your income. To see if you are eligible please go
to www.access.arkansas.gov.
 
If you are not eligible for the Health Care Indpendence Program, paid by Medicaid,
go to www.healthcare.gov to apply for health coverage. You may be eligible for
financial assistance to help cover the cost of your health insurance. If you have
questions regarding any of the above information, please call the Field Operations
Central Processing Unit at 501-683-1393. 

January is Cervical Cancer Awareness Month.
Cervical cancer used to be the leading cause of
cancer death for women in the U.S. according to
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). However,
in the past 40 years, the number of cases of
cervical cancer and the number of deaths from
cervical cancer have decreased significantly as a
result of regular screening.
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When cancer starts in the cervix, it is known as
cervical cancer. This type of cancer is highly
preventable due to screening tests and
a vaccine to prevent HPV infections. All women
are at risk for cervical cancer but it occurs most
often in women over age 30.
  
Screening for cervical cancer consists of
a Papanicolaou (Pap) test. This test detects abnormal cells in the cervix that could
become cancerous if not treated. BreastCare enrollees are eligible to receive a Pap
test, when needed. To read more about cervical cancer screening,
visit www.cdc.gov/cancer/cervical.
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BreastCare has a new resource directory for
women who have been diagnosed with breast or
cervical cancer.
This directory consists of a number of breast and
cervical cancer treatment resources to aid women who
have been diagnosed with cancer. Resources are
organized geographically in sections including
National, State, Northwest Arkansas, Northeast
Arkansas, Central Arkansas, Southeast Arkansas and
Southwest Arkansas. Additional resources are
available on Patient Assistance Drug Programs,
Clinical Trials, Health Coverage, Support Groups and
Transportation.
 
Click here to download the directory. For other breast
and cervical cancer information, visit us
at ARBreastCare.com.
 
 
The new year brings new opportunities for the better.
Even the smallest change in your physical health can have a huge impact on your life.
Set goals in 2014 that support and improve your overall health. Make reachable goals
that have a higher chance of becoming a permanent part of your life. Reachable goals
can be as simple as walking for 15 minutes every day, replacing sugary snacks with
fruits and vegetables or pursuing a hobby you enjoy.

 

 Ask the Doc
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Do you have general questions about BreastCare, mammograms, or breast cancer?
Send them to us at hfrein@comgroup.com. We will work to get answers from our
BreastCare Providers and send them in our next e-blast or on Facebook. 
Please talk to your doctor if you have personal medical questions.
 
 

 
Like our Facebook page to stay current on information about BreastCare and breast and
cervical health.
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