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	 On August 23, more than 200 people 

gathered at the Governor’s Mansion for the 

Arkansas Komen Community Challenge. 

The reception, hosted by the Arkansas 

and Ozark Affiliates of Susan G. Komen 

for the Cure, was the eighth stop on a 25-

city campaign to raise national awareness 

of breast cancer and draw attention to 

disparities in breast cancer mortality. 

	 The Komen affiliates used this 

opportunity to tout BreastCare and call 

for increased funding for the program. 

BreastCare board member Leila Alston, 

spoke at the event reminding the audience 

of BreastCare’s staggering success over the 

First Lady Ginger Beebe addresses the crowd gathered in the Grand Hall of the Governor’s Mansion in support of the 
Arkansas Komen Community Challenge.

past decade and emphasizing 

that more than 57,000 

Arkansas women are eligible 

for BreastCare but go unserved 

by the program because of 

shortage of funds.

	 The event’s “Close the Gap” 

theme referred to the existing 

gaps in the American health 

care system, which results in 

breast cancer diagnoses for 

women with little or no health 

insurance being much more 

likely to result in death.

	 It is once again time to recognize 

your peers who go beyond the everyday 

expectations to eliminate the devastating 

effects of breast cancer in Arkansas. 

BreastCare’s Josetta Wilkins Awards are 

given annually to a volunteer individual, a 

professional individual and an organization 

that make the fight against breast cancer 

a top priority and raise breast cancer 

awareness in Arkansas.

	 These exceptional individuals and 

organizations are chosen for characteristics 

such as steadfastness, passion and 

dedication, which are also exemplary 

of former Arkansas representative and 

Nominations for the Josetta Wilkins Award 
are Now Being Accepted

champion of BreastCare, Dr. Josetta 

Wilkins, for whom the award is named.

	 Individuals and organizations may 

be nominated for their efforts in breast 

cancer education, research, advocacy, 

treatment, support or services for those 

in need. Nomination forms and additional 

information are available by contacting 

Becky Kossover at 501-280-4097 or by 

e-mail at Becky.Kossover@arkansas.gov.

The nomination deadline has been 

extended until Friday, February 29, so take 

the time to nominate the person in your 

life who you feel deserves to be recognized 

for his or her dedication to fighting breast 

cancer in Arkansas.

	 Stella Hart, breast cancer survivor and 

BreastCare board member and client, 

represented BreastCare as a model at 

AY magazine’s sixth annual “Runway for 

a Cause” on September 20. The event, 

which has become one of the most highly 

anticipated fashion events of the year, 

utilizes local breast cancer survivors to 

model the new fall trends from local stores 

and boutiques. The event raised more 

than $100,000, which was donated to 

organizations that help fund breast cancer 

research and raise awareness about the 

disease in Arkansas.

BreastCare Represented at Local Breast 
Cancer Awareness Fashion Show

The above photo, featuring Stella Hart, breast 
cancer survivor and BreastCare client and board 
member, appeared on the cover of the October 
issue of AY magazine and is being reprinted here 
courtesy of AY magazine.

	 On October 20, 2007, members of the 

BreastCare staff joined the 160-member 

team from the Arkansas Department of 

Health (ADH) to participate in Arkansas’ 

14th annual Susan G. Komen Race for the 

Cure. The “Healthy Steppers,” chaired 

by BreastCare health educator Tatiana 

Swanigan, was the largest team in ADH 

history, winning the award for “largest 

government agency team” for the seventh 

consecutive year. 

	 The record-breaking team joined more 

than 45,000 Arkansas women on the 

streets of downtown Little Rock to break 

yet another record by shattering last year’s 

numbers for largest race attendance.

ADH Race for the Cure Team Sets Record Again

Members of the Arkansas Department of Health Race for the Cure team gather in downtown Little Rock 
before the race.
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Spotlight on Arkansas 
Central Cancer Registry

	 In an effort to stay true to its commitment to offer top-notch services to 

Arkansas women, BreastCare works closely with the Arkansas Central Cancer 

Registry (ACCR). The ACCR, according to its mission statement, works to “reduce 

incidence and mortality of cancer in Arkansas.” This is 

done by collecting, analyzing and researching cancer 

information across the state. 

       BreastCare partners with the ACCR to compare the 

level of services provided by BreastCare to that received by 

women in the state, specifically diagnosis and treatment 

quality indicators for women diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer.

	 The ACCR was established in 1994, two years after Congress enacted the 

Cancer Registries Amendment Act, which established a National Program of Cancer 

Registries (NPCR) as a means of standardizing cancer data nationally. State cancer 

registries are designed to:

	 •	Monitor cancer trends over time

	 •	Determine cancer patterns in various populations

	 •	Guide planning and evaluation of cancer control programs (e.g., determine  

		  whether prevention, screening and treatment efforts are making a difference)

	 •	Help set priorities for allocating health resources

	 •	Advance clinical, epidemiologic and health services research

	 BreastCare’s mission to reduce morbidity and mortality due to breast and 

cervical cancer requires quality data on cancer staging and treatment; therefore,  

the partnership with ACCR plays a significant role in the success of the program.  

The ACCR is seen as the “gold standard” against which BreastCare measures its 

quality of care. 

	 For more information on the ACCR, go to www.healthyarkansas.com/arkcancer/

arkcancer.html or call 501-661-2960.

	 In August, the 

BreastCare staff 

welcomed Tatiana 

Swanigan as the 

newest member 

of the BreastCare 

team. Swanigan joins BreastCare as a 

health educator. In this position, she 

oversees the editing, purchasing and 

distribution of health education resources. 

She is also involved in outreach programs 

such as Pink Carnation Sunday and heads 

up the Arkansas Department of Health’s 

Race for the Cure team.

	 Swanigan is an Arkansas-native from 

Brinkley. She has a bachelor’s degree in 

Environmental Science from the University 

of Central Arkansas and a master’s degree 

	 What better way to say “thank you,” 

than with ice cream? That’s just what the 

BreastCare staff did for the Electronic Data 

Systems (EDS) call center staff on July 20, 

2007. Following a day-long team building 

workshop focused on expanding the call 

center staff’s knowledge regarding breast 

and cervical cancer issues and improving 

BreastCare Welcomes New Team Member
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in Integrated Sciences and Mathematics 

from the University of Arkansas at Little 

Rock. 

	 Prior to joining BreastCare, Swanigan 

worked for the City of Little Rock as 

a GIS Technician in the Planning and 

Development Department. She also spent 

some time as the assistant to the director 

of Environmental Education at Audubon 

Arkansas. 

	 Swanigan is enjoying her new position 

with BreastCare, saying, “I am excited 

about working for BreastCare because 

they educate and provide an invaluable 

service. BreastCare offers a warm, inviting 

atmosphere. Immediately, I felt as though I 

was a part of the BreastCare family.”

Ice Cream Helps BreastCare Show 
Appreciation to EDS

	 BreastCare was recognized as one of the 

top communications programs in the state 

at the International Association of Business 

Communicators’ (IABC) Bronze Quill 

Awards ceremony on October 30, 2007 

at the Governor’s Mansion. The Bronze 

Quill Awards are presented annually to 

recognize and honor statewide creative 

excellence in business communications. 	

	 BreastCare, in cooperation with The 

Communications Group, took home six 

awards of excellence and one award of 

merit for its creative work during the past 

year. 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE
Public Service  
	 Josetta Wilkins Award Ceremony
Marketing Communications  
	 BreastCare Program
Public Service Announcements/
Radio  
	 BreastCare Radio

Public Service Announcements/TV  
	 BreastCare TV
Annual Report  
	 BreastCare 2006 Annual Report
Printed Materials/Other 
	 BreastCare Legislative Information  
	 Piece

AWARD OF MERIT
Community Relations  
	 BreastCare - Cervical Cancer 
	 Program

	 Samples of creative materials are 

submitted along with a narrative outlining 

the project and its results. Each entry is 

then judged by IABC-member panels from 

across the United States. This year a total of 

176 Bronze Quill Award nominations were 

submitted for consideration and, of those, 

53 received Award of Excellence trophies, 

while an additional 59 received Award of 

Merit certificates.

BreastCare One of Top Communications 
Programs in Arkansas

 Local Happenings

(l-r) Dan Cowling, president of The Communications Group; Lewis Leslie, associate branch chief of 
the chronic disease branch of the Arkansas Department of Health; Barbara Hager, BreastCare program 
director; Julia Acosta, public relations specialist for The Communications Group; and Deborah Beard, 
account planner for The Communications Group, show off BreastCare’s honors following the Bronze Quill 
Award ceremony at the Governor’s Mansion.

Tina Patterson, program nursing coordinator for BreastCare, serves up a refreshing treat to EDS staff 
members.

customer service skills, the BreastCare 

staff demonstrated their appreciation 

for the work the call center does for the 

program by throwing a surprise ice cream 

party.

	 Evonne Amerine, BreastCare enrollment 

operations supervisor, called the party, 

“the highest form of appreciation.” 

Tatiana Swanigan
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M I N O R I T Y 
O U T R E A C H

Pink Carnations 
Remind Arkansas 
Women to Get 
Mammograms
	 On October 28, 2007, BreastCare hosted 

a Pink Carnation Sunday in recognition of 

October being Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. Hundreds of Arkansas women 

received pink carnations, were reminded 

of the importance of good breast health 

and pledged to get a mammogram 

within the year. 

	 A total of 167 churches 

participated in this Pink Carnation 

Sunday, including 96 churches that were 

new to the program and four Marshallese 

churches.

	 Pink Carnation Sunday is an outreach 

program sponsored by BreastCare, held 

at faith-based organizations across the 

state, to serve as a reminder to women 

age 40 and older to get their regular 

mammograms and clinical breast exams. 

The overall goal of Pink Carnation Sunday 

is to raise awareness about the importance 

of early detection of breast and cervical 

cancer. 

	 For more information about Pink 

Carnation Sunday, contact Linda Wilson at 

501-661-2513 or by e-mail at 

Linda.Wilson2@arkansas.gov.
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New Providers Offer More Accessibility 
for BreastCare Clients

	 BreastCare’s providers help to ensure 

that access to breast and cervical cancer 

screening services is accessible for as 

many Arkansas women as possible – 

wherever you may live. There are currently 

more than 2,000 BreastCare providers 

across the state. Check the BreastCare Web 

site (www.ArBreastCare.com) for weekly 

updates of new providers by city. 

	 BreastCare is proud to welcome its 

newest providers, since May 1, 2007.

Alma

	 Cornerstone Medical Group, PLL

	 Jennifer J. Craig

	 Hema Haridas

Bentonville

	 Todd J. Hannah

	 Lawrence E. Schmitz

Camden

	 Samuel Arnold

	 Frederick Perkins

Cave City

	 Sharyn L. Rhoder

Clarksville
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BreastCare’s Gone 
Mobile
	 You can now access the BreastCare Web 

site when you’re on the go! Just type 

www.ArBreastCare.com into your mobile 

device’s browser and click on “mobile 

version” for a mobile-friendly version of the 

BreastCare Web page you’re used to seeing 

on your computer. 



La detección temprana es su mejor arma contra el cáncer del seno.
 Si tiene 40 años o más y no tiene 
seguro de salud, o si su seguro 
no cubre la salud de los senos, 
puede ser elegible para obtener en 
forma gratuita una mamografía, un 
examen clínico de los senos, un 
Pap y tratamiento, si es necesario. 
Todos los años, miles de mujeres 
de Arkansas se quedan tranquilas 
cuando reciben un informe de 
mamografía normal. Deje que 
BreastCare la ayude. 

 Cuídese. Llame hoy mismo  
a BreastCare al 1-877-670-(2273)
y déjenos programar una 

mamografía en una clínica cerca 
de su hogar.

Cuídese.

1-877-670-2273www.ArBreastCare.com
Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos de Arkansas (Arkansas Department of Health and Human Services) 

“BreastCare, y todas las personas maravillosas que trabajan para BreastCare, me han dado otra oportunidad a la vida.”
Oliva MartinezSobreviviente de cancer del senoLittle Rock
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Barbara Hager, MPH
Program Director

501-661-2495

Louise Scott
Program Administrator

501-661-2787

Becky Kossover
Contracts and Accounts Manager

501-280-4097

Dianne Crippen, RN
Program Nursing Coordinator

501-661-2636

Tina Patterson, RN
Program Nursing Coordinator

501-661-2018

Tatiana Swanigan
Health Educator

501-661-2432

Linda Wilson
Minority Outreach Specialist

501-661-2513

Lucy Im, MPH
Senior Epidemiologist 

501-661-2889

Bamidele Olaleye
Data Manager
501-661-2705

Carletta Denton
Medical Records Technician

501-280-4117

Adam Nelson
Medicaid Case Manager

501-661-2998

Polly Lockett-Fox, RN
Central Region Care Coordinator

501-944-2241 cell
501-791-8551 office

Lisa Martin, RN
Northeast Region Care Coordinator

501-425-3031 cell
870-236-9920 office

Debby Harris, RN
Northwest Region Care Coordinator

501-425-3054 cell
479-498-4549 office

Fran Kirk, RN
Southeast Region Care Coordinator

501-837-9648 cell
870-630-3228 office

Julie Huntley, RN
Southwest Region Care Coordinator

479-234-1114 cell
870-773-2108 office

Carol Middleton
Budget Coordinator

501-280-4105

Wanda Lung’ aho
Administrative Assistant 

501-661-2947

Shiela Kelley
Accountant 

501-661-2836

Tiffany Williams
Secretary 

501-661-2942

BreastCare 
Enrollment Center

Hours of Operation:
Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday

Closed
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P r o d u c e d  b y  B r e a s t C a r e

BreastCare is part of the Chronic Disease Branch, Center for Health Advancement, Arkansas Department 
of Health. We hope you enjoyed this publication. If you do NOT want to receive this publication, 

please contact Tiffany Williams, BreastCare secretary, at (501) 661-2942 or by e-mail at 
Tiffany.Williams@arkansas.gov to have your name deleted from the mailing list.
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 National Happenings 

  

	 BreastCare recently received national 

recognition from the National Public 

Health Information Coalition (NPHIC). 

Each year the NPHIC recognizes programs 

across the country for excellence in public 

health communications. At the 2007 NPHIC 

meeting in Baltimore, MD, BreastCare was 

recognized with two awards.

BreastCare Materials Achieve National 
Recognition

Women’s Health Update, Winter 2008 

	 The 2008 Arkansas Cancer Summit IX 

is scheduled for April 15-16 in the Little 

Rock area. This annual event, hosted by 

the Arkansas Cancer Coalition, is a time to 

provide the most up-to-date information on 

cancer statistics and report on the progress 

the coalition has made in Arkansas over 

the past year. 

	 The Summit will include discussions 

on advocacy and interactive displays 

and exhibits. Key themes for this year’s 

Arkansas Cancer Summit are eliminating 

health disparities in cancer care, building 

core competencies in cancer control, 

healthy choices for individuals and 

communities, access to care and reviewing 

Arkansas’ cancer promise. 

	 For more information on the Arkansas 

Cancer Summit, contact Tina Gill by e-mail 

at tinagill@swbell.net. 

Mark Your Calendar 
for Arkansas 
Cancer Summit IX

“Timing is everything 
in cancer and I was able 
to get treatment quickly 

and locally through 
BreastCare.” 

Carolyn Greene
Breast Cancer Survivor 

Magnolia

1-877-670-2273
www.ArBreastCare.com

Arkansas Department of Health 
and Human Services

Early detection is 
your best weapon 
against breast  
cancer.

 If you’re 40 or over and don’t 

have health insurance or if your 

insurance doesn’t cover breast 

health, you may be eligible for  

a free mammogram, free clinical 

breast exam, free Pap test and free 

treatment if needed. Every year 

thousands of Arkansas women get 

the peace-of-mind that comes with 

getting a normal mammogram 

report. Let BreastCare help you too. 

 Take care of yourself. Call 

BreastCare today at 1-877-670-

CARE(2273) and let us schedule 

a mammogram at a clinic near you.

Take Care of Yourself.

“Next to God, I give credit 

and thanks to the 

BreastCare program for 

saving my life. ”

Stella Hart, Breast Cancer Survivor 

Pine Bluff

1-877-670-2273

www.ArBreastCare.com

Arkansas Department of Health 

and Human Services

Early detection is 

your best weapon 

against breast  

cancer.

 If you’re 40 or over and don’t 

have health insurance or if your 

insurance doesn’t cover breast 

health, you may be eligible for  

a free mammogram, free clinical 

breast exam, free Pap test and free 

treatment if needed. Every year 

thousands of Arkansas women get 

the peace-of-mind that comes with 

getting a normal mammogram 

report. Let BreastCare help you too. 

 Take care of yourself. Call 

BreastCare today at 1-877-670-

CARE(2273) and let us schedule 

a mammogram at a clinic near you.

Take Care of Yourself.

 Local
 Happenings

	 BreastCare received a silver award for 

its survivor print ads in the category of 

print and graphic specialty projects. And, 

for the second year in a row, BreastCare’s 

Women’s Health Update received a gold 

award in the category of newsletters. 

Award winning BreastCare print ads


