
The first State Health Department laboratory was established in 1913 toThe first State Health Department laboratory was established in 1913 top y
meet requirements for financial assistance from the Rockefeller Sanitarymeet requirements for financial assistance from the Rockefeller Sanitaryq y
Commission It was located on the second floor of what is now the Old StateCommission. It was located on the second floor of what is now the Old State

l h l h d hHouse Museum Years later the Health Department moved to the StateHouse Museum. Years later, the Health Department moved to the Statep
C i l d I 1969 h H l h D d l b dCapitol grounds In 1969 the Health Department and laboratory opened atCapitol grounds. In 1969, the Health Department and laboratory opened at
th t l ti W M kh St I 1977 dditi b ilt t ththe current location on W Markham St In 1977 an addition was built to thethe current location on W. Markham St. In 1977, an addition was built to the
P bli H lth L b t b it f k d i h dPublic Health Laboratory because its scope of work and services hadPublic Health Laboratory because its scope of work and services had
markedly expandedmarkedly expanded.markedly expanded.

In 2003 amidst anthrax scares a white powder was sent to the DepartmentIn 2003, amidst anthrax scares, a white powder was sent to the Departmentp p
f l h l b f id ifi i i di l h hof Health laboratory for identification It was immediately apparent that theof Health laboratory for identification. It was immediately apparent that the

f ili did h l d l b f f l kifacility did not have properly constructed laboratory space for safely workingfacility did not have properly constructed laboratory space for safely working
ith hi hl d t U i f di f i d f f bi thwith highly dangerous agents Using funding from increased fees for birthwith highly dangerous agents. Using funding from increased fees for birth
d d th tifi t l b t t t d t dd thand death certificates, a new laboratory was constructed to address theseand death certificates, a new laboratory was constructed to address these

needsneeds.needs.

d h l b h d f h hToday the laboratory is housed in a state‐of‐the‐art structure with 80 000Today, the laboratory is housed in a state‐of‐the‐art structure with 80,000y y
f f d i l 140 l b ksquare feet of space to accommodate approximately 140 laboratory workerssquare feet of space to accommodate approximately 140 laboratory workers.

Th l b t i l d 5 000 f t L l 3 bi f t l b ithThe laboratory includes a 5 000‐square‐foot Level 3 bio‐safety lab withThe laboratory includes a 5,000 square foot Level 3 bio safety lab with
i l t t d d til t d th t k f l h dlspecial rooms constructed and ventilated so that workers can safely handlespecial rooms constructed and ventilated so that workers can safely handle

some of the most dangero s microbes kno nsome of the most dangerous microbes known.some of the most dangerous microbes known.

The Public Health Laboratory is inspected regularly and is approved andThe Public Health Laboratory is inspected regularly and is approved andy p g y pp
f d b h ll f h l h lcertified by the American College of Pathologists the Environmentalcertified by the American College of Pathologists, the Environmental

P i A d h f d l F d d D Ad i i iProtection Agency and the federal Food and Drug AdministrationProtection Agency and the federal Food and Drug Administration.
A i t l 800 000 i di id l t t d h Thi bApproximately 800 000 individual tests are done each year This numberApproximately 800,000 individual tests are done each year. This number
i l d b t 500 000 li i l i f h bj t fincludes about 500,000 clinical specimens from human subjects, fromincludes about 500,000 clinical specimens from human subjects, from
animals and from the environmentanimals, and from the environment.animals, and from the environment.
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