
hThe scope of public health in Arkansas broadened in the 20th century movingThe scope of public health in Arkansas broadened in the 20 century, movingp p y, g
f l f b l lfrom an inspection culture to an era of community mobilization Placingfrom an inspection culture to an era of community mobilization. Placing

k i ffi ll d h H l h D i iworkers in county offices allowed the Health Department to engage citizensworkers in county offices allowed the Health Department to engage citizens
d t t it ifi dand target community‐specific needsand target community specific needs.

In 1913 co nt health officers ere appointed to carr o t inspections ofIn 1913, county health officers were appointed to carry out inspections ofIn 1913, county health officers were appointed to carry out inspections of
public facilities conduct sanitary surveys and maintain records ofpublic facilities, conduct sanitary surveys, and maintain records ofpublic facilities, conduct sanitary surveys, and maintain records of
communicable disease Also the Arkansas Tuberculosis Associationcommunicable disease. Also, the Arkansas Tuberculosis Association,
employed the state’s first public health nurse Between 1919 and 1923 aemployed the state s first public health nurse. Between 1919 and 1923, ap y p ,
total of 24 Red Cross nursing services were formed across the state In 1927total of 24 Red Cross nursing services were formed across the state. In 1927,g
23 ll f ll i h l h ffi d ’ il 9 923 small full‐time county health offices were created It wasn’t until 194923 small, full‐time county health offices were created. It wasn t until 1949
h h l h ffi i h i i d bthat health offices with waiting and exam rooms began to emergethat health offices with waiting and exam rooms began to emerge.

F j bl d th th f l l bli h lthFour major revenue sources enabled the growth of local public health:Four major revenue sources enabled the growth of local public health:

l f• Social Security Act of 1935• Social Security Act of 1935y

• Hospital Survey and Construction Act of 1946 (Hill Burton Act)• Hospital Survey and Construction Act of 1946 (Hill‐Burton Act)Hospital Survey and Construction Act of 1946 (Hill Burton Act)

C i D l Bl k G• Community Development Block GrantsCommunity Development Block Grants

• State Health Department Building and Local Grant Trust Fund• State Health Department Building and Local Grant Trust Fundp g

Ninety three local health units currently provide services in every countyNinety‐three local health units currently provide services in every county.y y p y y
h l h d l h b ld h h l lThe Health Department does not lease or own the buildings that house localThe Health Department does not lease or own the buildings that house localp g
h l h i ffi Whil h l l h l h i lhealth unit offices While the local health unit employees are statehealth unit offices. While the local health unit employees are state

l th l l h lth it f iliti id d b th t itemployees the local health unit facilities are provided by the county or cityemployees, the local health unit facilities are provided by the county or city.

A ff t t li k h lth it t th i iti t i iti l l h lthAn effort to link health units to their communities to prioritize local healthAn effort to link health units to their communities to prioritize local health
issues and develop effective solutions led to the creation of Hometownissues and develop effective solutions led to the creation of Hometownissues and develop effective solutions led to the creation of Hometown
Health Improvement (HHI) in 1996 HHI grew from a pilot program in BooneHealth Improvement (HHI) in 1996. HHI grew from a pilot program in Boonep ( ) g p p g
County to community related health development efforts in all 75 countiesCounty to community‐related health development efforts in all 75 counties.y y p
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