
h d l f b d f h f hThe development of vaccinations became a defining characteristic of theThe development of vaccinations became a defining characteristic of thep g
20 h Wi h b d di f h di d20th century With better understanding of how diseases are spread more20th century. With better understanding of how diseases are spread, more
l i l ti d fi i l t d ti t f i tilegislative and financial support and cautious acceptance of vaccinationslegislative and financial support, and cautious acceptance of vaccinations,
A k b l lik l t b t th f i f ti diArkansans became less likely to be at the mercy of infectious diseasesArkansans became less likely to be at the mercy of infectious diseases.

Over the years Arkansas has become a leader in immunizations In 1916Over the years, Arkansas has become a leader in immunizations. In 1916,y , ,
Arkansas required a statewide compulsory school smallpox vaccinationArkansas required a statewide compulsory school smallpox vaccinationq p y p

k h ld ’ l d dprogram From 1963 to 1965 Arkansas Children’s Colony conductedprogram. From 1963 to 1965, Arkansas Children s Colony conductedp g y
h li d b ll i d h i i hresearch on licensed rubella vaccines and their success gave rise to theresearch on licensed rubella vaccines, and their success gave rise to the

l it f th i Th E Child b ’74 i l d b A kpopularity of the vaccine The Every Child by ’74 campaign led by Arkansaspopularity of the vaccine. The Every Child by 74 campaign, led by Arkansas
Fi t L d B tt B lt d i A k h i f th hi h tFirst Lady Betty Bumpers, resulted in Arkansas having one of the highestFirst Lady Betty Bumpers, resulted in Arkansas having one of the highest
immunizations rates in the country This program ultimately became theimmunizations rates in the country. This program ultimately became theimmunizations rates in the country. This program ultimately became the
model for the Centers for Disease Control and Preventionmodel for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.ode o t e Ce te s o sease Co t o a d e e t o

k h d i l i i h i biliIn recent years Arkansas has attracted national attention with its ability toIn recent years, Arkansas has attracted national attention with its ability to
i hild i h fl D i h 2009 H1N1 d i i h hvaccinate children against the flu During the 2009 H1N1 pandemic with thevaccinate children against the flu. During the 2009 H1N1 pandemic, with the

h l f l t d t t d f d l f di th H lth D t thelp of volunteers and state and federal funding the Health Departmenthelp of volunteers and state and federal funding, the Health Department
d t d fl li i i l t 1 100 h l At h l d fl li iconducted flu clinics in almost 1,100 schools. At school and mass flu clinicsconducted flu clinics in almost 1,100 schools. At school and mass flu clinics

and through local health units the Health Department administered moreand through local health units, the Health Department administered moreand through local health units, the Health Department administered more
than 700 000 doses of H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccine more than in any yearthan 700,000 doses of H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccine, more than in any year, , y y
before or sincebefore or since.

A f th t t hi t f bli h lth th i t d ti dAs one of the greatest achievements of public health the introduction andAs one of the greatest achievements of public health, the introduction and
f i i ti i th i l t ff ti t t diuse of immunizations is the single most effective means to prevent disease.use of immunizations is the single most effective means to prevent disease.

The Health Department is the single largest pro ider of imm ni ations in theThe Health Department is the single largest provider of immunizations in theThe Health Department is the single largest provider of immunizations in the
state providing nearly 400 000 vaccinations annuallystate, providing nearly 400,000 vaccinations annually.state, providing nearly 400,000 vaccinations annually.
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